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Masri arrives in Cairo 


CAIRO (Pena) — Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri arrived in Cairo 
Tuesd ay evening after attending an emergency session of the Arab League 
frurwr-n which discussed the “campt war'" in Lebanon. Mr. Masri is 
scheduled, for a meeting with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in 
Alexandria Wednesday morning ana also with EgyptianForrign Minister 
Rftaat Abd ul-Meguid. 1c an arrival statement, Mr. Masri said his visit to 
Cairo was within the framework of consultations and ax*idmatk>n 
between Jordan and Egypt. The minister said the recent visits to Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait by His Majesty King Hussein were within the King’s 
efforts for Arab coordination and towards achieving Arab solidarity. In 
Timis earlier on Tuesday, Mr. Masri held talks with Sheikh Hamad Ibn 
Suhean Al Thanj, izxJer- secretary of the Qatari Foreign Ministry on 
Joidaniaa-Qacari relations and issues of mutual concern. Sheikh Hamad 
and Mr. Masri also voiced support for a special Arab committee formed by 
the Tunis meeting to supervise a ceasefire between Palestinian fighters 
and Lebanese Amal militiamen in the "camps war." 


AMMAN. WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24. 


RABIA AL THANI 23. 1408 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 130 rivals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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heavy guard Tuesday. The prime 
ohurierafab.^ visited. an army base 
_ _ that was Tat Tast month by' Irish 

;f Repobtican Array mortar shells. 

4u>< of Northern Ireland office said 

jk® Mis. Thaidraer was to spend e^ht 

_,in$e jwuts Kiuarig police and army 
installations on an itinerary that 
a.'IH®*’ would ^ riot expose her to 
-VP) 1 oipe 5 Protestant' -demonstrators - 
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Rifai pledges strengthsi 
ties between legislative 
and executive branches 


ned 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


Debate focuses on unemployment, foreign debt 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament 
on Tuesday approved the JD 1.018 billion 
budget for 1987 in an eight-hour session 
during which deputies voiced support for the 
government’s policies, hut called for 
regulating external borrowing. 


The majority of the 19 deputies 
who spoke during the session, as 
well as the House Financial 
Committee, cautioned against any 
increase in securing loans from 
outside the country and 
recommended an amendment to 
the 1971 Jaw on internal public 
debts. The law stipulates ceilings 
for the government’s internal 
borrowing and the proposed 
amendment, .had it been 
approved, would have imposed 
limits on loans from outside the 
country. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, who 
replied to the deputies remarks at 
the end of the session, disagreed 


with the recommend a Lion saying 
that Jordan's foreign debt services 
in 1986 amounted to 12.4 percent 
of its exports "and thus it was still 
Jar below' the internationally 
recognised red line of 20 per 
cent." 

Mr. P.ifai cited two reasons 
against introducing ceilings for 
foreign borrowing: first, most of 
Jnidaris foreign debts are in the 
form of sofr and long-term loans 
and invested in development 
projects that yield income and 
contribute to increasing national 
savings. “Therefore, imposing 
ceilings on foreign loans, which 
generate revenues, will have an 


adverse effect on the economy's 
growth rate and development and 
will particularly affect our ability 
to implement projects included in 
the five-year development 
programme for the Israeli 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip,'' he said. 

The second reason that Mr. 
Rifai cited was that Jordan was 
forced to opt for further foreign 
borrowing over the last year due 
•to the failure of most Arab 
countries to fulfil their financial 
obligations to Jordan in 
accordance with the 1978 
Baghdad summit resolutions. 

"The failure of some of our 
brethren Arab countries to fulfil 
their commitments to Jordan had 
resulted in an imbalance in 
Jordan's schedule to repay some 
of its foreign loans" he said. 
“Consequently, we had to resort 
to foreign borrowing to maintain 
Jordan’s credibility and 
creditworthiness," he added. 

Earlier in the session, a number 
of deputies, particularly Dr. 
Riyadh Al Nawaiseh (Karak) and 


Dr. Abdullah Akaiieh (from 
Talileh), discussed at length 
Jordan's foreign debts. 

Dr. Akaiieh warned that Jordan 
was borrowing "beyond its limits” 
and that most of the loans were 
“oimmercial.” 

He claimed that the interests 
due on Jordan's foreign debts 
would be J D 1 e>8 231 .000 in 1 987 
with its debts reaching JD i.000 
million. But in his reply, Mr. Rifai 
dismissed Dr. Aka Lien's figures as 
"groundless and not based on any 
real financial calculations." 

In general, however, the 
deputies, except for Dr. 
Nawaiseh, Dr. Akaiieh . Mr. Leith 
Shbeilat (Amman; and 

Mohammad Kofahi ^ 1 rb id), 
approved the 1987 budget and its 
objectives, in their speeches the 
deputies praised in particular the 
government’s goals of 
strengthening the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and public security, 
its encourage meat of investments, 
and the private sector, support for 
the steadfastness of the people in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 


and its develupnieni programme 
forthe West Banx and Gaza Strip. 

The parliamentarians, however, 
urged the government to take the 
necessary measures to curb the 
growing unemployment and limir 
the number of foreign workers in 
the country . to render more 
support for ihe agriculture sector, 
to impose a pm tectioa is! policy on 
the country's industries provided 
that they arc e>f adequate quality 
and reasonable prices and to 
decrease the money allocated for 
feasibility siudiesby making use of 
research facilities available at the 
country's universities. 

Mr. Rifai said the government 
was taking the necessary measures 
to curb "the structural 
unemployment" in the country. In 
•his remarks. Dr. Nawaiseh 
disagreed with the government's 
conclusion that unemployment 
was structural, in the sense that 
unemployment prevailed only in 
those sectors where Jordanians 
refused to take certain jobs. 

(Continued on page 51 


AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai on Tuesday voiced the 
government s pride in the level of 
cooperation between the 
legislative and executive 
authorities in Jordan and pledged 
to enhance this cooperation with a 
view to serving the higher national 
interests. 

In an address to the Lower 
House of Parliament which 
convened to debate and endorse 
ihe 1987 national budget. Mr. 
Rifai said Jordan "cannot 
maintain the momentum of 
prosperity unless ail citizens 
participated in the building 
process which is being carried out 
under the leadership of His 

Majesty King Hussein." 

Following is the prime 
minister's address: 

” My colleagues and I are deeply 
grateful for the Financial 
Committee of ihe Low er House of 
Parliament for its continued 
efforts over the past few days and 
its detailed studv of the 198? 

m 

budget, lam delighted to note the 
positive spirit which pre\ ailed 
during the committee's debate 
with the minister of finance and 
other Cabinet members and 
senior officials. I appreciate the 
remarks made hv the deputies 
during the discussion and their 
recommendations about the 
budget and l wili iiv to reply to 
these remarks in the best possible 
manner. 

“I have to point out that King 


Hussein has been keen on 
providing special care for the 
Jordanian military establish mem 
since he has a proround faith in its 
role in defending the homeland 
and repelling dangers that 
confront the Arab Nation and in 
providing security and tranquillity 
for the Arab citizens. This 
established concept in the minds 
of eryene of us has prompted us 
to provide ail possible means to 
enhance the capability of our 
Armed Forces, the Public Security' 
and Ci\il Defence departments 
and also the programmes of the 
People's Array. 

"1 join you in voicing pride in 
the high and advanced level of the 
mitiury establishment in Jordan 
and hope that it will continue to 
grow and be strengthened to serve 
the country . 

"Before replying to the remarks 
of the deputies. I would like to 
present the following points: 

"First: Public organisations. 

"Jordan's public organisations 
which enjoy financial and 
administrative independence 
operate under regulations and 
laws enacted bv Parliament and 

mt 

they are all under your control 
through the Audit Bureau. These 
organisations' performances are 
included in the Audit Bureau ' a 
annual report subrr.itu,J to your 
House. The new budget provides 
for a gradual decrease in the 

(Continued no page 5) 


‘ Camps war 9 drags on despite 


Iraq vows Israel may limit intervention 


moves for truce by Arab League t° keep up in occupied territories 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Palestinian and Shfite Muslim 
fighters traded grenade, mortar 
and artillery fire at refugee camps 
in Beirut again on Tuesday despite 
a new peace initiative by Arab 
League foreign ministers. 

“Amal (militia) has been 
she Hag Shatila and Bourj Al 
Barajneh camps for hours," a 
Palestinian spokesman told 
Reuters. 

Amal sources said Palestinians 
“provoked’’ by the latest flare-up 
by firing a mortar bomb from their 
ramp s into the Lebanese capitals 
densely-populated southern 
suburbs. They said the bomb hit a 
car, injuring three people. 

The firing continued unabated 
despite a decision by die Arab 
League in Tunis on Monday to 
form a committee of foreign 
ministers to negotiate a ceasefire 
at the camps. 

An emergency meeting of the 
21 -member league set up the 
committee to stop nearly three 
months of Amal-Palestinian 
feeding in Beirut and the south 


which has killed about 700 people. 

A final communique said the 
committee, composed of seven 
foreign ministers and headed by 
Arab League Secretary -General 
Chadfi KiibL should start work at 
once. 

Faro uk Kaddoumi, bead of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Political Department, said 
after the Tunis meeting that the 
PLO had been successful. He did 
not elaborate. 

While both the PLO and Syria 
have said they want a truce, they 
accuse each other of perpetuating 
the conflict. 

Syria's chief delegate, Foreign 
Ministry official Hatem Hunein, 
denounced the setting up of the 
committee as a propaganda 
exercise. 

Asked whether Damascus 
would turn away the committee, 
he said: “No request has been 
made but we have said what we 
think about this committee.” 

He said Syria wanted the siege 
of the camps to be lifted, adding 
that a withdrawal of both sides to 


Kidnappers promise to 
free 1 French hostage 


BEIRUT (AP) — Kidnappers 
H aiming to hold two Frenchmen 
hostage pledged Tuesday to 
release one soon as a Christmas 
gesture. 

The Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation made the promise in 
a 1 statement delivered to Beirut's 
An Nahar and As Safir 
newspapers. 

It was accompanied by pictures 
of two French television crewmen 
kidnapped March 8: soundman 
Aure! Crimea, 54, and lighting 
engineer Jean-Louis •Nonnaadni- 
34, both of whom worked for 
France’s Antenne-2 television 
network. 

The pictures showed Mr. 
Crimea wearing glasses and_ 
pyjamas and Mr. Noimaodm in a 
An rtr jogging suit with the word, 
“soccer" across the chest. Both 
hostages had thick beards. 

They are the only Frenchmen 
still held by the group, believed 
made up otShfite zealots loyal to 
Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah 


The statexnen L did not say which 
of the hostages would be freed, 
anH no reference to two. 

Americans the group claims to 
bold; Joseph James Cidppio and 


Edward Austin Tracy. 

“On the occasion of 
Christmas... we declare we shall 
soon free one of the French 
hostages and hope that the French 
would undertake what would 
encourage to free the rest and 
resolve die root of the conflict 
the statement said. “Otherwise 
the coming days will determine 
what will happen ” 

It said the decision to release a 
French hostage came in response' 
to -banian, Syrian and Algerian 
mediation, hot did not elaborate. 

hi Fans, the French Foreign 
Ministry issued a statement saying 
only, “the government is in 
constant contact with those who 
can play a role m the release of our 
hostages. In their interest, it (the 
mmistry) doesn’t have any other 
comment to make.” 

An Nahar said the statement 
and the two pictures were 
delivered to the newspaper's 
offices in west Beirut at about 
1:15 a-m. (2315 GMT Monday). 

The statement said the “French 
have begun serious steps towards 
a solution” of the hostages’ issue 
and added, “we urge them to 
advance more. Do not be afraid of 
America or Israel.” 


original positions was essential for 
a truce. 

Both Lebanon and Syria 
expressed formal reservations 
about the final communique of the 
meeting, which was a follow-up to 
one held on Dec. 8-9 at the PLO's 
request. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Lebanon awaited a request burn 
the committee to go there and bad 
expressed its will to try to help end 
the bloodshed. 

Apart from the PLO, only five 
member states sent foreign 
ministers to the latest session — 
Mauritania. Jordan. Iraq, Algeria 
and Sudan. The rest sent lower 
level representatives. 

The communique called on “all 
parties concerned," without 
naming any of them, to observe a 
ceasefire and appealed fora lifting 
'of the siege of the camps to enable 
the wounded to be evacuated and 
food and medical supplies to be 
delivered. 

The committee was to try to 
( Continued on page 3) 

Arafat said 
to have 
offered 
direct talks 
with Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
Arab parliamentarian said 
Tuesday that Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat was rebuffed when 
he offered Israel direct 
negotiations six months ago. 

Abdul Wah&b Darawshe, of the 
Israeli Labour Party, said the offer 
was transmitted through him by 
high-ranking PLO members while 
be was cm a visit to the United 
States late in May. 

Mr. Darawshe told Reuters be 
relayed the apparently 
unprecedented offer to .then 
Prune Minister Shimon Peres, 
who turned down the invitation 
afterstud ymg it for several weeks. 

He believed Mr. Peres did so 
because accepting talks would 
have brought down the coalition 
government in which Labour 
shares power with toe right-wing 
Likud Moc. 

Mr. Darawshe said he was 
.revealing the offer now because 

(CoattaMdoB page 3) 


pressure 
on Iran 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq's 
air force commander on Tuesday 
wowed to continue intensive air 
raids on Iranian military and 
economic facilities to force 
Tehran to the negotiating table 
after more than six years of war. 

Air Marshal Hammed Shaaban 
cold the government magazine 
Ahf-Baa: “Our warplanes w31 
continue destructive raids against 
the enemy's aggression 
strongholds, particularly its oil 
installations, without which Iran 
possesses nothing. 

“Our destructive air raids wili 
be carried out. according to the 
leaderships plan, on Iran's oQ 
refineries and its main oQ terminal 
at Khaig Island and the substitute 
terminals further south in the 
Gulf 

“We shall also continue to 
attack o3 tankers which join in 
transporting oil from those , 
terminals.” 

The last Irani attack cm a vessel 
in the Gulf to be confirmed by an 
independent source was against 
the 123,600-tonne Liberian-flag 
tanker Achilles, hh cm Saturday! 

Denying a Washington report 
that satellite information provided 
to Iraq by the United States had 

helped its planes pmpoint and 
attack Iranian targets. Marshal 

Shaaban said: 

“I am confident the Iraqi jets 
execute their duties deep inside 
Iran through Iraqi technical 
capability, without any assistance 
from any other party whatsoever. 

“Our pilots are able to reach 
any spot mside Iran, east north or 
south, through toe Iraqi effort 
alone.” 

Iraq says its jets have fkwn 367 
sorties over the past two days in 
what appeared to have been one 
of toe heaviest blitzes in the 
six-year-old war. 

His command communiques 
listed a variety of military targets, 
inducing troop concentrations, 
convoys aid ammunition dumps, 
.across a wide area of southern and 
western Iran. 

• The Iranians say at least 218 
people have been killed in Iraqi 
raids since Sunday and it is 
shelling Iraqi border towns in 
retaliation. 

Iraq denies its planes are 

(Cantfaaed on page 3) 


Palestinian shot after alleged attack • Al Fajr 
banned for two weeks for Arafat interview 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
indicated on Tuesday Israel would 
consider changing its military 
policy in the occupied West Bank 
following the killing of four Arabs 
by troops in anti-Israeli 
demonstrations this month, 
legislators said. 

Mr. Rabin told toe foreign 
affairs and defence committee 
that the array would consider 
limiting its intervention in 
Palestinian areas, according to 
participants at the meeting. 

Asked if putting up road blocks 
at Birzeit University and other 
sites of Palestinian nationalism 
was “provocative." Mr. Rabin 
replied “what was good once is not 
necessarily good now and toe 
question will be studied, 1 ' the 
participants said. 

Birzeit University students said 
troops provoked a clash on Dec. 4 
by setting up an array roadblock 


and identity checkpoint — as they 
frequently do — near the 
university. 

Two Palestinian students were 
shot dead in toe incident which 
sparked the worst wave of 
violence in the West Bank and 
occupied Gaza in years. Israeli 
soldiers killed two Arabs in 
Nablus and wounded at least 30 
people during two weeks of 
ensuing protests. 

Mr. Rabin also told the 
committee that a rise in Muslim 
and Jewish fundamentalism was 
leading to a volatile situation in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“If there is one thing that 1 am 
worried about, it is the rise in 
religious nationalism. It is creating 
a situation in which toe slightest 
stimulus could ignite the terrain." 
he was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Rabin said be would ban 
demonstrations but allow 
religious ceremonies in the West 


■ 

Bank town of Hebron. The town is 
toe traditional burial site of the 
biblical patriarchs and a flashpoint 
of Arab -Israeli violence. 

Mr. Rabin contended that rival 
factions of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation iPLO) 
had united against Muslim 
fundamentalists in West Bank 
universities. 

He also said the expansion of 
fundamentalist Jewish seminaries 
into the Muslim quarter of 
Jerusalem's Old City was a cause 
of constant tension. 

On Nov. 15, a Jewish student 
was stabbed to death in the 
Muslim quarter of the Old City in 
an incident which sparked the 
worse wave of anti- Arab violence 
in Jerusalem in years. 

Three West Bank Palestinians 
were sentenced Tuesday to life 
imprisonment for the Nov. 15 

(Continued on page 3) 


Reagan wants a copy of Senate 
panel’s findings in Iran inquiry 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Ronald Reagan on- 
Tuesday urged a Senate 
committee to send him a report on 
its probe into the Iran arms deals 
so he can release a version to toe 
American people. 

Mr. Reagan *aid that until his 
former aides. Vice Admiral John 
M. Poinde.xter and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North, 
disclose what they knew of toe 
arms d«*l and skimming of profits 
for Nicaraguan rebels, no-one 
would know toe full story. 

The president conceded a 
report by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, lacking testimony 
from Col. North and Adm. 
Poindexter, “wfl! not have all toe 
■answers.” 

“But it will be toe most 
complete statement available. and 
I call on toe committee to release 
it so toe American people can 
judge for themselves ” 

Mr. Reagan proposed issuing a 
declassified version of the secret 
report. 

“Col. North and Adm. 
Pb index ter have refused to testify 
before the Senate committee. 


citing their constitutional 
guarantee against 
seif-incrimination . 

The furore surrounding the 
Iran-contra affair has become the 
most serious crisis of the 
six-year-old Reagan government. 

Mr. Reagan said Tuesday he 
had worked to find out all toe facts 
and make them known to toe 
public. 

“Ail the these indications that 
maybe I know more than Tm 
talking about... Tm trying to find 
out too what happened,” he told 
;a group of businessmen. 

“As the (Senate) committee 
prepares a report on its findings 
and conclusions, 1 urge them to 
make that report available to me 
.for declassification as promptly as 
posstole" he said. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Senator David 
Durenberger. the Minnesota 
Republican who chairs the 
committee. But a co mmi ttee aide 

told Reuters, “to my knowledge, 
.we don’t have any {dans to turn 
over any of our transcripts to 
anybody except the Select 
Committee.” 


'The House of Representatives 
Intelligence Committee held a 
brief anal session behind dosed 
doors Tuesday morning. Retired 
Major General Richard Secord, 
the only witness, refused to testify 
during a five-minute appearance 

* Gen. Secord. a close associate 
of Col. North, the alleged 
mastermind of the contra 
diversion, invoked his Fifth 
Amendment right against possible 

self- incrimination. ~ 

As Mr. Reagan prepared for a 
quiet Christmas, apparently 
hoping for a respite from toe 
scandal that has rocked his 
presidency, a new public opinion 
•poll showed increased American 
disapproval of his job 
performance. 

The poll by an Iowa newspaper 
showed that 55 per cent of Iowa 
residents disapprove of the 
president's job performance. 

But surveys conducted by Mr. 
Reagan's own pollster, Richard 
Wirtolin, this week showed the 
president’s approval rating had 
increased by some 10 per cent to 
•above the 50 per cent mark. 






























* 0 ^ 


Greek, Turkish officials 
discuss clash at border 


ATHENS (Agencies) — Greek and Turkish officials 
met at a border post in north-eastern Greece 
Tuesday to investigate a flash last Friday in which 
two Turkish and one Greek soldier were killed, 
government spokesman Antonis Kourtis said. 


Mr. Kourtis told, foreign 
correspondents that evidence 
gathered so far showed there had 
been a clear provocation by the 
Turkish side. 

Foreign Affairs Undersecretary 
Yannis Kapsis said Monday that 
large blood stains at the spot 
where one of the Turkish soldiers 
fell were 100 metres inside Greek 
territory. 

Mr. Kapsis Tuesday called in all 
European Community (EC) and 
NATO ambassadors to brief them 
cxi the incident, one of the most 
serious between the two countries 
in recent years. 

He charged that a Turkish 
patrol set up an ambush and 
attacked a Greek border patrol 
fatally injuring one Greek soldier 
and wounding another. 

Mr. Kapsis said the new 
evidence was being submitted by 
the Greek side during Tuesday^ 
border meeting. 

Mr. Kourtis said a statement 
Monday by Turkish Foreign 
Minister Vahit Halefoglu 
indicated that Turkey was 
withdrawing from its original 


tough line on the incident accusing 
Greece for the shooting. 

Mr. Halefoglu said the border 
incident showed the importance of 
recreating an atmosphere of 
cooperation between Turkey and 
Greece. 

Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou has said repeatedly 
■that Turkish troops must be 
removed from northern Cyprus 
and Greece’s sovereignty in die 
Aegean must be accepted before 
negotiations can begin. 

Mr. Kourtis denied Turkish 
allegations that Greece was 
playing up its "enmity” with 
Turkey to distract Greek domestic 
opinion bom economic and other 
. problems at borne 

Mr. Kapsis said a meeting of 
officials had been set for Monday 
afternoon but the Turks failed to 
appear. In Ankara the Turks said 
a meeting had been arranged for 
Monday rooming bur that the 
Greeks failed to attend. 

Mr. Kapsis said that the Greek 
side woulo only be prepared to 
discuss what he called “the new 
evidence” found at the scene. 


The teams met at 10 am. 
(0800GMT) near the site of the 
incident at the border township of 
Ipsaia. 220 kilometres west of 
Istanbul, the semi-official 
Anatolia News Agency reported. 

In the Turkish capital Ankara, 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Yalim Eralp on Tuesday criticised 
Greek Foreign Undersecretary 
Yiannis Kapsis for “continuously 
changing his version of ' the 
incident.” 

“It is not correct to engage in a 
public relations campaign over 
three dead bodies,” Mr. Eralp 
said. 

Hie two sides claim different 
versions about the cause and 
location of the incident. 

Turkey says the skirmish 
occurred when a Greek squad 
opened fibre at Turkish border 
patrols which called on two Greek 
soldiers to halt when they crossed 
into Turkish territory. 

Greece says the incident 
occurred on Greek soil when a 
Greek soldier was ambushed 
while swapping cigarettes with 
Turkish border guards. 

Turkey and Greece, both 
NATO members, have 
longstanding disputes over the 
divided Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus, the control of Aegean 
airspace, seabed tidies and the 
limits of territorial waters. 


Scuffle breaks out in front of Cairo 
courtroom as trial of policemen starts 


CAIRO (AP) — A scuffle broke 
out between security men and 
witnesses and most foreign 
reporters were barred Tuesday as 
the trial of 44 policemen charged 
with torturing prisoners began. 

In September, Egypt’s attorney 
general charged 41 officers and 
four non -commissioned officers 
with torturing prisoners while 
investigating an alleged coup 
attempt after the assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat on Oct. 6, 
1981 .One of the NCOs has died 
since then, reportedly of natural 
causes. 

If convicted, the police men face 
prison terms of three to 10 years. 

In a chaotic start to the trial. 


family members, defence and 
prosecution witnesses milled 
around the courtroom amid scores 
of security men in uniform and 
out. 

Three rows of security men 
carrying batons barred witnesses, 
many of them defence lawyers in 
the earlier trial, as they 
approached the courtroom door. 
A scuffle ensued. 

Correspondents who had 
registered with security officers to 
attend the trial were turned back, 
but television crews pushed their 
way through, helped by their 
heavy equqiment. 

An armoured personnel carrier, 
two prison vans and at least three 


police cars surrounded the 
c rimin al court in one of Cairo's 
busiest areas. Security men could 
be seen on nearby rooftops, 
walkie-talkies in hand. 

The trial is seen asa critical test 
of Egyptian justice, both because 
it puts police officers on trial on 
torture charges for the first time- 
and admits that people have been 
tortured since President Hosni 
Mubarak took office in 1981. 

Interior Minister Zaki Badr told 
a local newspaper on the eve of the 
trial that prison torture has not 
existed "at least since I took 
over ” last Feb. 28. His ministry is 
in charge of domestic order and 
indudes Egypt’s various police 
forces. 


Chad 

imposes 

censorship 

N’ DJAMENA, Chad (AP) —The 
government of President Hissene 
Habre announced Tuesday it is 
imposing censorship on all 
dispatches of foreign news 
organisations. 

information Minister Mo umine 
Togo i Ha midi told foreign 
reporters that every news story 
sent out of Chad would have to be 
approved by an official of his 
department. 

“We are at war” he said, 
referring to the continuing 
fighting in northern Chad between 
the Libyan army and Chadian 
guerrillas. 

“In a situation like ours, other 
countries would impose a state of 
emergency and block the flow of 
information he said. “We don’t 
do things that way, but we do not 
want lies and sensational reports 
about Chad to be spread around 
the world.” 

The new ruling was not yet in 
force and this dispatch was not 
subjected to censorship. 

There have been several 
previous, half-hearted efforts by 
die Chad government to censor 
news stories, but they have 
generally lapsed after a few days. 

The government has reported 
fighting in northern Chad during 
the past four days between the 
Libyan army and guerrillas loyal 
to former rebel leader Goukotmi 
Oueddei. 

Mr. Goukouni, recovering in a 
Tripoli hospital from wounds 
suffered in a clash with his Libyan 
guards, changed skies in Chad’s 
perennial dvu war and is now 
considered an ally of Habre. 

In Paris, President Francois 
Mitterrand met with Premier 
Jacques Chirac and Defence 
Minister Andre Giraud on 
Tuesday to discuss the situation in 
Chad, but no details of the 
meeting were revealed. 

France already main tains a 
700-man force in Chad, 
codeoamed Operation Sparrow 

Hawk, which is essentially radar 
stations installed at N’Djamena 
airport and at Moussoro. 

On Sunday, the French 
government stressed that the 
French presence in Chad was of a 
dissuasive and defensive nature. 


Row erupts over Arab land compensation 


By David Rudge 

Jerusalem Post 

NAZARETH — The Committee 
for the Protection of Arab Land 
held its first national conference in 
10 years here amid controversy 
over “compensation” payments 
for those killed and injured rathe 
1976 protests against the 
government’s expropriation of 
Arab-owned land, on what came 
to be known as Land Day. 

The committee has recently 
been under pressure to disclose 
what became of the money it 
allegedly raised in the name of the 
six people who died in the 1976 
riots. 

Dozens of people were injured 
in clashes with police and security 
forces round the villages of 


Sakhnin, Arraba and Dei Hanna. 
Several of the families of those 
killed and injured have accused 
members of the land protection 
co mmirtee of using funds' — raised 
in Israel and abroad ostensibly on 
behalf of the victims — for private 
purposes, including trips abroad 
and the purchase of new cars. 

The issue has been taken up by 
the Progressive List for Peace, 
which has distributed thousandsof 
leaflets throughout the Arab 
sector, demanding to know where 
the money has gone. 

Committee members at 
Saturday’s conference hotly 
refuted the allegations, claiming 
that the funds raised in the past 
decade have been used to finance 
the continued operations of the 
committee. 


They accused the PLP of trying 
to make political capital out of the 
issue and split the ranks of the 
committee. 

More than 1,000 people, the 
majority of them members of 
Rakah, attended the conference. 
Participants included two 
Communist Knesset members, 
Tawflk ToubiandTawfik Zayyad, 
who is also mayor of Nazareth, 
and 22 of the 48 beads of Arab 
local councils. 

Families of the Land Day 
victims stayed away. 

During the conference a 
300-member ooonefl was elected 
to manage the committee’s affairs 
and a number of resolutions were 
passed, including condemnation 
of anti-Arab violence in 
Jerusalem and the “iron-fist” 


policies of security forces in the 
territories. The committee 
declared its solidarity with the 
Arab residents there, and with the 
PLO in its battle for survival 
against the Amal Shfite militia in 
Lebanon. 

The conference also called for 
an end to the “expropriation of 
Arab land, and the formulation of 
regional plans to resolve the 
problemof illegal buiidmg in Arab 
villages. 

Another resolution called for 
increases in budget allocations to 
Arab local councils, to bring them 
in fine with similar-sized Jewish 
bodies, and for an end to alleged 
discrimination against Arab 
residents of mixed Arab- Jewish 
centres like Jerusalem aid Acre. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition of architectural 
pavmog? of Iraq A! Amk by Francois 
Larche and Jean-Pirn* Lange at the 
Architecture Gallery — Reyad Centro, 
Jabal Amman {mm lan. 10). 


charitable society of Hebron (lectures, 
books, oaditbnai embroidery) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec 24 J. 


Opening hours; 9J0Q a jh. - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official hofideys 10.00am. 
to 4.00pm.)- Goted Tuesdays. 
Juntas Nadars! Gtifarys Cont ain a 
collection of pajntmgs. ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Mamk 
arrises from most ox the Muslim 
c o u n tries and a coUecdon of pannings 
by 19tb Century orientafist artists. 


Muntazah, Jabal Luwdbdch- Op ening 
boon: lODOam. - 1 JO pm. and 340 
pm . - 6.00 pm. Qosed Tuesdays. TeL 


630128. 




1 A paiatiag exhibition by Iraqi artist 
Widad Al Ozfaffi at Abdul Harnd 
S tam m Foundation. 

* A pain eng exhib iti on entitled: "On 
tiie Banks of Jordan" at the Jo (dan 
National Gallery, Jabal Luweibdeh 
(until Jan. 23\ 


exhibition of pain 


CbDectxMt of mffitaiy memora bil i a 
dating from the Arab Revofc of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Openmg boms 9 
ana .-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Pbpolar life of JonZmi Mhbb: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 J00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 

CHURCHES 


* A joint exld 
“Jordan and P 
Na'trn and JiU 
Bank Gallery. 


pain rings of 

by Kinder 
at the Petra 
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SOVIET FILMS 

" Soviet film festival ai die Soviet 
Cultural Centre (until Dec. 24). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 
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American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council ..... 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 
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Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Chy 667181/6 

Y.WCA 641793 

Y.WMA. 664251 

Amman Murucipal Ubrarv ... 637111 
U ni v e rs it y of Jo id an Library 843555 

museums 


sc. Jaaqfe Church (Raman Calhofic) 
JabulA mman. TeL 624590. 

Catholic) Jabal Lowcibdeh/TeL 
637440. 

De la Sale Cfauri (Roman CotboGc) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel 661757. 
Tenamnta Qmdi (Raman Cathofic). 
Jabal Luwcftdeb. mass in Italian 
language, meet every Saimday at 5 JO 
pm. Tel: 622366 

Ctarefe of the Amamdatko (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi.Tei 623S41. 
Anglcan Church (Church of the 
Redeemer) JjbaiAnnnan.TeL 678906. 


TeL 771331. 


TeL 775261. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costanes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics hoot Maiaba and (4th 

to 1 8tfa c en t uri es). The Rnmun T VjVi . 

Amman. Opening hours: 9 jQQ mi. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Ardueoloatcsl mcasea: Hasan 


excellent collection of the anikniitKS 
Jordan. Jabal AJ QaTa (Citadel H3 


Ashrafieh. TeL 771751. 

Amman International Cbarch 
(InteT-denomioatkmal): meets at 
Southern Baptist School h Hmimn; 
TeL 677534. 

EvangHkal Lathcra Church Jabal 
Arnmn. 6th Circle. (Rev. N. 5knir).TeL 
811295. 

ffshthoa Co ogreg a ri oo (hneraatkmai. 
Interdenominational) meets h Ore 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman, Tel 606974. 
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Israel 6 has no plans 9 
to explain Vanunu 
kidnap case to Italy 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
Tuesday it had no plans to offer 
Italy explanations for a message 
which accused Israeli nuclear 
technician Mordechai Vanunu 
sneaked to reporters saying he was 
spirited to Israel from Rome. 

Vanunu. 31, who disappeared 
from London after passing alleged 
atomic secrets to a British 
newspaper, flatted a message on 
the palm of his hand to reporters 
on his way to court on Sunday 
which read: “Hijacked in Rome 
ITL 30.9.86 2100 came to Rome 
BA Flight 504.” 

Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ehud Gol said Israel 
had not been approached by 
Rome for explanations. He denied 
a state radio report that Italian 
officials asked Israef s ambassador 
in Rome for clarifications. 

Gol said die ambassador made 
the customary visit to Italian 
Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti 
to present his credentials. 

“This had nothing to do with 
Vanunu and there was no request 
for information on Vanunu 
Gol told Reuters. 

Asked whether Israel would 
provide Italy with details of the 
affair without an official request, 
Gol said: “If there is no approach 
(by Italy), there is nothing for us to 
do.” 

An Italian diplomat in Tel Aviv 
said die embassy had not yet 
received instructions to request ' 
Israeli clarifications. 

"We are trying to find oufifwhat 
Vanunu has said is true and if so, 
bow it was done before we make 
inquiries here,” he said. 

Israel state radio reported that 
the Italian government asked 
Israel's ambassador in Rome for 
clarifications on Vanunu's 


message that he was kidnapped in 
Rome. 

The request was passed on to 
Israel's Foreign Ministry, the 
radio said. 

Asked Monday whether Italy 
had contacted his government 
about Vanunu’s message, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
replied: “I don’t know anything 
about it.” 

The newspaper Haaretz 
Tuesday quoted a Foreign 
Ministry offxnal as saying Vanunu 
was not abducted in Rome. 

Military censors lifted Monday 
a reporting ban on the message, 
revealed when Vanunu pressed 
the palm of his hand against the 
window of a police van taking him 
to a dosed -door court bearing in 
Jerusalem. 

In Ro me . Prime Min ister 
Bettino Cnuri said -Tuesday Italy 
would insist on satisfactory 
responses from Israel to questions 
concerning Israeli nuclear 
technician Mordechai Vanunu 
who alleges he was abducted in 
Rome. \ 

Mr. Graxi said there were 
reasons to suspect that Vanunu 
was seized here, adding that Israel 
had so far replied with a "no 
comment” to Italian requests for 
information “which in itself is 
significant.” 

Italian Secret Service officials 
say they have no knowlege of 
Vanunu being deducted here. 

In answer to a question at a 
news conference, Mr. Graxi said 
Italy was try mg to understand 
what could have happened. “We 
are trying to understand a bit 
better... What reason would this 
man have not to tell the truth... 
What reason would be have to lie” 


Americans staying away from 
Holy Land this Christmas 


BETHLEHEM, Occupied West 
Bank (R) — What does the mayor 
of Bethlehem want for Christmas 
this year? 

American tourists — who are 
staying away from the turbulent 
Holy Land in increasmg numbers. 

“They are not coming to town 
and the craftsmen who make gift 
items are really hard-hit. Most of 
the workshops are closed,” Mayor 
Elias Freij told Reuters. 

"I hope the American tourists 
will resume their visits to the Holy 
Land and Bethlehem in particular. 
They will be most welcome and 
safe,” he said in his office 
overiookmg Manger Square, a 
parking lot cm every day but 
Christmas. 

Mr. Freij blamed a weak dollar 
fora 30 percent drop this year in 
the number of tourists who visited 
the traditional birthplace of Jesus 
Christ. 

But officials of the Israeli 
occupation authorities say 
increased guerrilla attacks in 
Israel and abroad have scared off 
many visitors, expeically 
Americans, and that tourian is at 
its lowest level for five years. 

They said tourism from die 
United States dropped by 42 per 


cent from January to October this 
year as compared to the same 
period in 1985. The number of 
European tourists fell by only six 
per cent. 

As the holiday approaches, 
Israeli occupation forces in battle 
gear have stepped up patrols in 
Behtiehem, where Latm midnight 
mass will be celebrated on 
Christinas Eve in St. Catherine's 
Basilica above the Grotto of the 
Nativity. 

It wfl] be the 20th Christmas 
under Israeli miiitaiy occupation 
in the West Bank town. Earlier 
this month . much of the region — 
including Bethlehem —erupted in 
the worst wave of anti-Israeli 
violence in years. Four 
Falestmians were kilted and 22 
wounded. 

Mr. Freq said he expected 
several thousand visitors, most of 
them Europeans, in Bethlehem 
for the holiday. But he said the 
Americans will be missed because 
they are the biggest spenders. 

“I would say that Bethlehem is 
the safest spot on earth," Mr. Freij 
said. “We haven't bad any 
incidents whatsoever, especially 
against tourists.” 
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Tuesday rates 
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NEWS IN BRIEF ^ 1 


Mitterrand to spend Christmas In .Egypt 

PARIS (AP) — President Francois Mitterrand will be S k guest of 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak during^ the 
hoBdays, the presidential palace announced’ Tu^^. ~Mr. 
Mitterrand was to leave later Tuesday and return on Dec.28. The 
French president also spent the Christmas holidays m Egypt last 
year and visited the south of the country. .... 

Swedish soldier wounded in Lebanon 

■ 

• a r 

BEIRUT (AP) — A Swedish peacekeeping soldier has been 

seriousty wounded m cross fire during a clastrin South Lebanon, a j 
United Nations spokesman said Tuesday. The spokesman, Tunur 
Gofcsel, identified the wounded soldier as. 23-year-oki N'agis 
Rockier of the Swedish battalion servfeig with the U-N-Tnterini ; 
Force In Lebanon (UNlF’lL). Corporal Rockier was wounded 
Monday when a 13-vehide UNIFIL coavoy was caught in the 
cross fiic of d clash between unidentified i% anD^coiCDt^ and 
Israeli-backed militiamen of the South Lebanon Arruy nearthe " 
village of Yater. Goksel said. 

Kelly returns to Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — Ambassador John Kelly- has retiiroed to the 
Lebanese capital after two weeks in Washington, an embassy 
official said Tuesday. The official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Kelly returned Monday- He refused to 
elaborate. Mr. Kelly was summoned to Washington by Secretary, 
of State George Shultz to testify abdut kirowlwge he may have - 
had about U.S. arms shipments to Iran. . ^ 

^ mm -, . I 

Kenya denies helping SPLA v ; . ■ I 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday denied a 
Sudanese militar y commander's allegation that .Kenya teas 
helping rebels of the Sudan People’s Obexatfon Anny (SPLA). 
Omar Fakih, head of the ministry's Africa division, told Reuters 
the allegation by the commander of Sudan’s Equatoria province, 
General Abdul Rahman, was baseless. “Unless someone comes 
up with evidence, there’s not much we can say... our policy since 
independence has been never to interfere in the internal affiairsof 
other countries,” he added. Gen. Abdul Rahman had said Kenya 
was helping the SPLA under the cover of relief operations. . 

• . - . . . ■. 

Iran to execute 5 ‘Iraqi agents’ 

TEHRAN ( R) — Five Iraqi “agents” who were active in. the south 
eastern province of Sistan and Blauchestan will be executed soon, 
Islamk: Republic newspaper reported Tuesday. The paper quoted 
tlte province’s revolutionary prosecutor; identified as Hossemiaa, ; 
assay ing 12 “sell-out elements” were arrested during a four-week - 
operation against outlaws and counter-revolutionaries in 
September and October. Quantities of weapons seized in, die 
operation, including Iraqi and Egyptian-made arms, showed av 
direct connection between smugglers and boxlaws with 
counter-revolutionary groups and the government of Iraq, 
Ho sseinian said . Eight of the 12 arrested were sentenced to death,-, 
he added. It was not dear from his remarks whether the eight 
included the five who were to be executed. soon. ... V. ; 

Somalia goes to the polls 

MOGADISHU (R) — Sotoaha ' was ro a buoyant mood on 
Tuesday as voters cast baltets' in hnefecriod that was bdundta r see I 
President Mohammad Siad Bane re-elected for a seooad 
seven-year term. Mr. Siad Barrel 67, was the only candidate and 
officials predicted .the electorate would return him withf99$'per 
cent of the vote, about the same proportion as he won in tbe-1980 
electios. Women supporters in colourful dress beat drums at : 
polfing stations and shouted “Haa Jaalle Siad (Yes to Conkade 
Siad)” Government workers were given the day off and 
Mogadishu Radio said long fines were forming outride polfing 
booths. In the capital, boose to a quarter of Somalia’s population, 
voters lined up early under tight security, the radio said. In the 
provmces, all available transports including camels, was mobilised 
to take ballot boxes to counting centres but complete results Were 
not expected before Wednesday or Thursday. Mri Siad .Bane 
came to power in a bloodless military coup in 1969. He ruled as ; 
the bead of a revolutionary .council until 1976 when the Somali . 
Revolutionary Socialist Party was formed and later established a 
presidential constitution in 1980. In May he was seriousty- 
injuredin a car crash, but survived to be endorsed as the 
presidential candidate by his party. In a pre-election interview 
with the party newspaper Ogaal, Mr. Siad Bane promised pay 
increases of up to 40 per cent for civil servants and pledged to 
reduce inflation and end corruption. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman gov em oi a te —.891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

CrvO Defence Irbid .. 271293, 273131 
Civil Defence Ouwcameh .... 770733 

C'rvfl Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman dewntram fire br i gade 198 

Fmst aid 63034] 

Blood bank 77S303 

Civil Defence rescue 6611 U 

Fue headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192. 621111. 637777 

Pbioe headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water oanphais 771125/8 
QoeenAfia In L Airport (08)5333060 

HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khafidi M at e rni ty, J. Anm 
Akileb Maternity, J 

Jabal Amman Maternity .. 
MaDsB,J. Amman 


AJ-Muashex Hoarnal " 

The Islamic. Abaati 6 

A!- AM. Abdai 

Itafian, AJ-Mubajieen ,,,, ' 

APBsahir, J. Ashrafieh .... 7 

Army, Marks 8! 

Queen Afia Hospital 6< 

Amal Ho^iital 

NIGHT DUTY 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

- 642441/2 

- 642362 
-- 63614& 
.. 664171/4" 

669131 

845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 664164/6 
_ 777101/3 

775111/26 
8916LU15' 
.602240/50 
674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ezra Haddad 


Dr. Yusef Sumeirat 821311 

Dentist: Khaldoun Abbas — 674224 
Abdul Rahman Obnri ~ 8963^7 

Salem pharmacy — 636730 

Neiitxih pharmacy 623672 

Sahdb pharmacy — — 668056 

Kiialafphaimacy ,778653 

Hamawi phamucy .......1-845376 

TAXIS: 

KayyaEtard 666030 

Taznut taxi . 644660 

Tamer taxi 666411 

Amman taxi L — —.842474 

Ragbdan trod — .... 842400 

Raqab taxi ..— — 736428 

Sayd taxi : 776131 

DSBI D: 

Dr. Mohammad Zt/bi 240816 

Dentist Usama'Twaibeh ,245171 

Al AcRsiai phamwy — (— ) 

salt: • .1.. 

Dr. Abdul Razzak Nscmr (— ) 

Salt phamiaty- .Sx& phanaacy ■ (— 

ZAKQA: - ■. v • : 

Dr. Mirfeed D>amra , - 985522 

Dentist: ^uhah- Znghool } 

Samira pharmacy . 7 

- GE NERAL * 

— . . •• - *. * 

Jordan Tefaikfrm/ _ J " ~ ' mi 11 / 1 ? 
R*Bo J6ai»._.:_L^ 774lll/ff 
Nfimsoy of Tourism -- - ^ 2 r , Asmi 

Hotel complaints J — ~-LL.. 666412 

Frto l«ll 76 
Tfefephcne l nfiDgnaaso :■ ■■ If 

Jordan and Middle Ease ridu lj ifl 


— 1.897007 ' Itepaifasndcie.ii. 
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. for carrying -out an .under ground 
wat&M&ue^ required 

folL.foC OtOTwAi'Safi. ir r lg atirtn 

project; and for setting, up an 
eartherndaei to 'stop the 

- mfOtraijoti of flood waters from 
side wpdis to the project. The cost 
of tbc project is estimated at JD 
3a7fl(». . . I .' 

- Under die -contiac^ the local 
find! will provide a 55-k3ometrc 
network of pSpes for the project to 
idrakt mjdeigKJund water; this wffi 
mpt m.rsJdiag die soD from 
*wfo*teV residues. that hams the 


• the water to thelowerlayetsof the 
soil, u nder 6jQ fjOr dunums where 


an agricultural project " is now 
bong carried out by the J Va. 

The project is to be carried out 
in 3 00 days, according to Dr. 
Mohammad Bani Hani, JVA's 
scoetaiy geoei al who signed the 
contract with the firm's general 


AAC made substantial 

profit despite troubles 
of carriers in region 


Or. JBani Hani said that the 
irrigation project for Ghor A1 Safi 
in the southern Jordan Valley 
region will eventually extend to 
27,000 dunums. It is one of the 
largest agricultural projects being 
implemented by the JVA along 
die eastern side of the Dead Sea 
from Ghor Mam a in the north to 
Ghor Khan rare in the south. 

Dr. Bani Hani said that the JVA 
will at a later stage set up similar 
networks in areas which suffer 
from high salinity in the soil. 


*Urfc, 
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Jordanian industrial products 
to go on display in Muscat 


ration Anlf 91 ; 


AMMAK( J,T.) The Jordanian 
Trade Centres Corporation has 
enhoimoBd that it-wSl organise a 
Jordanian industrial and trade 
exhibition in Muscat, the capital of 
Oman, in the second half of the 
coming month. 

A corporation spokesman *a«H 
that Jordanian businessmen and 
industrialisjs wishing to take part 
in theexhibjition are requested to 
reg&e^ then . names and the 


products they wish to display at 
die exhibit. He added that the 
corporation will later announce 
further details about the event. 

He said that the exhibition is in 
implementation of an 
Oma ni-J ordanian trade 
agreement signed in February 
1986. 

The corporation organised 
phibitioas of Jordanian products | 
in Tunis and Baghdad during 
1986. 1 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab Air 
Cargo (AAC) madea profit of JD 
90,000 during its 1 986 operations, 
despite losses for other airlines in 
the region .according to Mr. Ismail 
Khalil. ACC director general. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Mr. Khalil said that 
AAC plans to charter an 
additional aircraft in the coming 
year in order to meet the growing 
demand on air transport. In line 
with the requirements of the 
Internationa] Civil Aviation 
Association regulations AAC will 
modernise its Fleet. 

He said that AAC wfll get rid of 
its Boeing 7{J 7s because European 
airports plan to bon them from 
landing, by the middle of the 
coming year due to their noise. 

The total flights made by the 
AAC in the past year numbered 
487, a total of 3,260 flying hours, 
transporting a total of 18,51)6 
tonnesof food supplies, Mr. Khalil 


pointed out. 

Most of the operation were in 
Arab countries and the flights 
served the economic interests of 
both Iraq and Jordan, which 
jointly own the venture, Mr. 
Khalil pointed out. 

He said that AAC remainsopen 
to all other Arab airlines which 
would like to acquire shares in it. 
because, he said, AAC aims at 
serving pan-Arab interests. 

Referring to the future, Mr. 
Khalil said that he expected AAC 
to witness further growth in the 
coming year at the rate of at least 
HI per cent, largely due to the 
wide support the company 
continues to get from the 
Jordanian and Iraqi governments. 
He said that despite the prevailing 
difficult economic conditions, the 
AAC plans to seek new markets 

outside its traditional field of 
operations. 


Vocational trainees complete 
four-day term examinations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Studen ts in the 
third secondary stage of the 
vocational training colleges and 
centres in Jordan Tuesday 
completed the first term of- 
examination for the current 


1986/87 scholastic year. Some 
6551 trainees of bo in sexes took 
the four-day examinations in the 
following’ areas: industry, 
commerce, agriculture, postal, 
nursing, and hotel management. 


AMPCO to expand facilities, promote exports 
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. ' - By a Jordan Tunes 
.. staff reporter 

AMMAJ4: — The Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing 
rwmpahy (AMPCO)" of Jordan 
has set a target afbetween JD 15 
pujgon sad JD 20-infl&ij as the 
total volume of Jordanian 
agricnlturifl produce for the year 
1 987 and also plans to expand its 
- ‘activities by setting up several new 
plants to faeflitate the p roc es sing 
and movement of produce from 
the Kingdom. 

Ghazi Aba Hasson, chairman 
" and .'general ' ' manager " of the 
company,- -said the major 
boinnfodh^is' Jnclnded .in the 
jespbrtjprogran^ would be fresh 
fiuit and vegetabtessuch as citrus, 
tomatoes ^ eggp lants, beans, sweet 
pepper- and\ squash and some 
specially-grown produce such as 
Frnyii beans, seedtessgrapes T red :■ 
.. .aqdj-^^swee^. pepper, netted .. 

. jgeioos and celerjes.. : . ^ 

.. For the first time since, its 
moeption, the AMPCO sent four 
.consignments _ of produce. 

beans, aweet 
-pepper and- squash - as well as 
.dims, fo.Britain this month. The 
.foiofo ooBSgpment was shipped 





^oin Aqaba Oil Tuesday, Mr: Abu 
Hass® .said. The fetal volume of 
-'^'fohr : shipments Was 30,000 
..-jonpes, 

rfoVadditkwu.the company sent 
, '32,000 . tonnes ' of produce to 
Kirwait this year. However, “our 
_ . major market: remains to be Syria, 
where . we send tomatoes — 
•’ pmoessed as well as unprocessed 
-r^ in bulk quantities,” Air. Abu 

-j. The total volume of tomatoes 
.Seal to Syria this year was 20,000 
. Jcmaes, he. saki. ia .addition to 
- 3/300 tonnes each of lemon and 
. fflfisfflt" and 5", 000 tonnes of 

i” ? * .■ • . 


Ghazi Abu Hassan 

eggplants. The’ company's 
dealings with Syria are covered by 
a barter agreement under whipn 
Syria r supplies Jordan wuh" 
potatoes, onion andgarGc.- ^ 

. Tbefjrst AMPCO ship cnent of a 
combination of fruits and 
vegetables to West Germany is 
scheduled to be sent on Jan. 6, Mr. 
Abu Hassan said. He added that 
foe company was negotiating with 
France, Belgium, Holland and 
Poland on similar deals under 
which the importing countries 
would supply an equal volume of 
apples to Jordan. It is oroected 
that foe total quantity of these 
exports wOl be 24,000 tonnes, he 
said. 

The company finds good 
market for tomato paste and 
crushed tomatoes in Egypt and 
Iraq, be added. Asked whether 
the company's purchases of 
tomatoes from fanners were in 
any way related to the current 
shortage of tomatoes in the local 
market, Mr. Abu Hassan 
explained that "the current 
situation is a question of supply 


f Camps war’ drags on 
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'.(Dmtkuied from page l) 

~ tSplcnieDt these resolutions and 
;.foe .Arab' League would meet 
. again on Jan. 14 to review foe 
results, of its mission, the. 
TOmBouaique said. - 

spreiat committee is made 
up-_of Jordan, Tunisia, Algeria, 
.Kuwait, Mauritania, North 
. Yemen and Mr. Kfibi. 
v-> It was .given foe mission of 
implementing the earlier 
resolution calling for an 
“immediate and global ’ ceasefire 
in foe camps m Beirut and South 
Lebanon, the lifting of foe siege,^ 
the evacuation of the wounded, 
foe re-stq>ply of foe camps, foe 
return of people driven from their 
homes -and the release of 
prisoners. 

Delegation sources told AP 
SaudiArabia declined to take part 
in the special committee, noting 
that it already was taking its own 
diplomatic steps to achieve a halt 
in the fighting. Libya also declined 
to-takepart. - 

- At . a date, yet tp .be fixed, the 
.special committee will go to 
Damascus -to ask foe Syrian 
leadership to intervene with the 
Amal militia involved in the 
fighting. 

Several ceasefires mediated by 
Syrian, Ir anian and Libyan 
. officials have failed to halt foe 
7 savage battles for control of 
jtelestaikui refugee settlements. 

FLO leader Yasser Arafat says 
Syria trying to drive Raiestmians 
from Lebanon, while Damascus 
and Amal say Mr. Arafat is trying, 
fo expand his miKtaiy power in the 
country. 

• vJn BagMad, a FLO spokesman . 
said “Syrian forces were’ 
responsible for what he called a. 
massacre in the northern city of 

. last week." . 

■ ■ " ■ ■ 

• , » ■ ■ . . .... 


Police and Tripoli residents 
denied reports that hundreds of 
people were killed in three days of 
fighting between Syrian troops 
and members of foe Tawheed 
milzria. 

Lebanese media said about 30 
people died in foe battles. 

Syria, which has about 25,000 
troops in Lebanon, first sent 
military units into Tripoli in 
September last year after its 
militia allies fought the 
fundamentalist Tawheed in the 
streets. 

In Washington, the United 
"States on Monday expressed 
concern at foe continuing violence 
in Lebanon and said only the 
Lebanese government could 
guarantee the security of 
Lebanese and Palestinian 
civ Qians. 

"There is no convincing 
argument for foe presence of any 
other armed force.’’ 
spokeswoman Phyllis Oakley said 
in a statement. 

“The United States views with 
intense concern the continuing 
violence in Lebanon,” Oakley 
said. 

She said foe past 11 years of 
civil war had made dear that no 
faction, Lebanese or Palestinian, 
could assure foe safety of civilians 
by force. 

“Rather, the presence of armed 
dements ha* virtually guaranteed 
that civilians will continue to be 
victimised, either by the enemies 
of their alleged protectors, or by 
the protectors themselves.” 

She said the United States 
called on all parties to permit 
international humanitarian 
organisations access to the 
Palestinian- camps and other areas 
where their assistance was 
urgently needed. 


and demand. We do not buy 
tomatoes for export when the 
local demand for the product is 
high in fact. We do not buy any 
produce from the farmers when 
the prices are on foe higher side ... 
We step in when prices are low 
and help the farmers realise a 
good price...” 

“The company is the Jordanian 
government’s arm to help the 
tanners by offering them good 
prices and finding good outlets for 
products in abundance in the 
country.'' said AMPCO chairman. 
"We are not a profit-oriented 
organisation. If we make a profit, 
well and good. Our main aim — in 
fine with foe concept behind the 
establishment of the company — 
is to break even while maintaining 
a steady flow of help to our 
farmers.” 

The company was converted 
'tirito-'-'flf ^governflient-owne.ti ■ 
establishment' in September this.' 
ye&r. Ntiwytife goveirfment holds 
70 per cent of foe total shares-of 
foe JD 10 milli on company while 
foe Pension Fund and foe Social 
Security Corporation own 12 J 
per cent each and the agricultural 
credit corporation holds five per 
cent. 

At present, the company 
operates tomato paste and 
crushing plants, and canning and 
wooden packing facilities, as well 
as a plant to produce metal 
containers for oil, cheese etc, in 
addition to a number of 
grading/sorting/packing centres in 
various parts of foe Kingdom. The 
plants are located in foe Jordan 
Valley — north and south Shuneh 
and Ghor Saf: — and Madea. 

The company employs between 
300 and 800 people depending 
upon the seasonal demand for 
manpower. 

Projects under consideration by 


Iraq 

to keep up 
pressure 

(Con foiled from page I) 

attacking residential areas. A 
military spokesman said Monday 
that Iranian claims of civilian 
deaths “were to justify the daily 
shelling of Iraqi residential areas. 

Iraq also denied an Iranian 
rerport that three Iranian gunboats 
were sunk in foe Khawr Abdallah 
waterway at the bead of the Gulf 
on Monday. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted 
a military source as saying: 

"The Iranian regime is 
accustomed to telling such lies in 
order to cover its military defeats 
and foe destruction of its military 
and economic installations.” 

Earlier on Tuesday, Iran said 15 
more people were killed in Iraqi 
air raids oq western Iranian towns. 

Tehran bad previously reported 
103 people kflled in a raid on 
Bakhtaran. 430 kilometres 
southwest of Tehran, cm Sunday 
and 100 in Monday's bombing of 
nearby Eslamabad-e Gharb. 

■ ■ i 

At the United Nations the 
Security Council on Monday 
called on Iran and Iraq to end their 
conflict, emphasising the 
obligation on states to settle their 
disputes by peaceful means. 

In a statement read on behalf of 
foe members by their president, 
Lieutenant-General Vernon 
Walters of the United States, the 
15-nation body appealed to 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar to continue his 
pt».p n> ma If fng efforts and fallfifl OO 

foe waning nations to cooperate 
with him. 


the company include plants to 
extract orange juice, a facility to 
freeze vegetables and fruits, a 
canning factory, 
grad in g/sorting/ pa eking centres in 
some remote regions, and a 
refrigerated warehouse with a 
capacity to hold 15,000 tonnes of 
potatoes and onions. 

“We are also contemplating 
over a proposal to set up a plant to 
make tomato ketch and 
vegetables soups.” Mr. Abu 
Hassan said. 

Answering further questions, 
foe AMPCO chairman said: 

— Jordan is currently 
negotiating with foe European 
Community to review an existing 
agreement under which 
agricultural products from foe 
Kingdom are exempted from 
paying customs duties or other 
chaiged while being exported to 
-£C member states during the first 
five -months of every year. 1 

“The produce that Jordan 
offers during foe first five months 
of every year are not usually 
grown m Europe in foe same 
period because of weather 
conditions,” said Mr. Abu 
Hassan. “Jordan is now trying to 
extend foe duration of the 
agreement so as to cover a larger 
period.” 

— The company is encouraging 
local farmers to grow 
products which are not usually 
grown here in large quantities. 
These include seedless grapes, red 
and yellow sweet pepper, netted 
melons and celeries. These 
products wOl be grown with the 
sole purpose of marketing them in 
Europe. Mr. Abu Hassan said. 

— Jordan is facing competition 
from several other countries 
including FortugaL Spain and 
Turkey but “that is something we 
have to live with.” 


Symposium on 
development plan 
to -be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
symposium on the impact of 
impiemen ting foe 1 986- 1 990 Five 
Year National Development Plan 
on the population of Jordan wQi 

open at foe University of Jordan 
on Sunday. The three-day 
symposium, organised by foe 
University of Jordan in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities, will discuss 10 working 
papers dealing with plan's effects 
on the population, according to 
Dr. Fawzi Sahawneh, professoral 
the university’s faculty of art and 
bead of a committee preparing the 
symposium. 

He said that the participants will 
discuss five working papers on the 
fust day. dealing with a general 
framework of the plan, its 
economic policies, health and 
educational projects, and their 
effects on the people. The second 
day will be dedicated to the 
discussion of four working papers 

that deal with the effect of the plan 
in increasing national income and 
promo ring social standards of 
people. Dr. Sahawneh added. 

He said on the third day foe 
participants will discuss a 
development programme for the 
occupied Arab territories and foe , 
effect of that plan cm employment 
prospects. Dr. Sahawneh called on 
all those interested in the five year 
plan for both banks to attend the 
symposium. 


Delegation to attend . 
transport meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport Ahmad Dakhqanisdue 
to leave for Baghdad on Saturday 
at the head of a delegation to 
attend the board meetings and 
general assembly of the 
Iraq -Jordan Land Transport 
‘Company, due to open on Sunday.* 
The meeting will discuss a report 
on the administrative and 
financial operations of the 
company, a plan for foe future, as 
well as a general budget for 1 987. 


ARA discusses 
tourism, fishing 
with South Sinai 

AQABA (Petra) — President of 
i Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) 
Basam Ai Kakish recently 
discussed with Governor of 
Southern Sinai Mohammad Afifi, 
and his accompanying delegation,' . 
prospects for reviving "tourist-" 
movement between the Aqaba 
region and South Sinai region. 

During a meeting held at ARA 
, premises, Mr. Al Kakish and Mr. 

' Afifi also discussed the possibility 
of organising collective tourist 
“trips to foe Egyptian Island of 
Farioun without the need for 
producing Jordanian passports. 

Mr. A fif i, and the 
accompanying Egyptian 
delegation, also met with Aqaba 
District Governor Khalil 
Khreisat, and discussed with him 
possible cooperation between foe 
South Sinai govemorate and 
Aqaba region . They also reviewed 
the possibility of allowing 
Jordanian fishermen to fish in the 
neighbouring Egyptian waters. 

The delegation then visited 
Aqaba municipality where Mr. 
Aim was presented with the city's 
shield, and then toured Haya Al 
Hussein Hospital. 


Jordan to celebrate Arbor 
Day with afforestation plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will celebrate Arbor Day 
on Jan. 15; the main celebration will be held under 
royal patronage near the Queen Alia International 
Airport, where a total of 5,000 olive and 2,000 palm 
tree saplings will be planted, in addition to at least 
2,000 cypress trees, Mr. Ghaleb Abu Arrabi, 
director of the range and afforestation department 
at the Ministry of Agriculture announced Tuesday. 


He said ihai. upon His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives, most 

trees to be planted this year will be 

fruit trees; but, certain areas will 
be planted with forest trees during 
the current season. 

The ministry, in cooperation 
with the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) has worked out a plan for 
planting 25.000 dunums of land 
around foe international airport 
with oliVe trees; those saplings to 
be planted on Jan. 15 wfl] be the 
first batch of trees in the project. 
Mr. Abu Arrabi noted. 

He said that the ministry's 
various nurseries this year 
produced nine milli on saplings, 
half of which wOl be planted 
during the Jan. 15 celebrations 


that wOl be held in different 
gove mo rates and districts of the 
Kingdom; the rest will be 
distributed to various 
organisations and the armed 
forces to be planted at their own 
convenience. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
defined areas that will be planted 
with forest trees and is taking 
measures in cooperation with the 
provincial governors to provide 
protection for the young trees and 
for the first three years of their 
grwoth. Mr. Abu Arrabi added. 

Referring to the current rainy 
season. Mr. Abu Atrabi said this 
year the Kingdom has witnessed 
1 heavy rain fails which will be very 
useful for the trees; the growth of 


these trees is expected to be 90 per 
cent successful, up from SO per 
cent in foe previous season. 

Mr Abu Arrabi called on tue 
Jordanian farmers to start 
planting fruit trees from now until 
the end of February, due to the 
presence of sufficient amounts of 
water in the soil at present. 

Referring to the forest wealth is 
Jordan, Mr. Abu Arrabi said that 
a total of 574,000 dunums of 
Jordanian land are covered with 
forest trees and foe wood of these 
trees is worth at least JD 32 
million. The total area of land 
planted with fruit trees was 
554,291 dunums last year, but 
nx>re fruit trees have been grown, 
on the higher lands; mostly olives 
and grapes within a Ministry of 
Agriculture project designed to be 
extended over 300,000 dunums, 
Mr. Abu Arrabi added. 

He said that the Ministry’ of 
Agriculture now possesses 12 
nurseries that can produce an 
average of seven million saplings a 
year, but the private sector owns 
60 nurseries that can produce 
600,000 saplings a year. 


Belgium to grant Jordan JD 2.5 million 
loan for spa complex at Ma’in springs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Belgium is to 
grant Jordan a JD 2.5 million loan 
to help finance a complex being 
buQt at Zaiqa Ma’in mineral 
springs south of Mad aba, under an 

agreement signed recently in 
Amman. 

The loan will be used to finance 
the purchase and supply of 
equipment to be used in the 
project, according to a contract 
signed byaBelgian company and 
the Jordaiian Tourist and Mineral 
Water Company ( JTMWC) which 
is undertaking the spa project. 
The equipment includes furniture, 
medical items for the 
therapeutical unit, and other 
requirements, according to the 
agreement. 

Work on the project, which 
began in 1983, had to be 
suspended several times due to 
lack of funds. Last year, Mr. Fayez 
Abu! Ghanam was appointed 
director of the project and a 
syndicated loan of JD 3 million 
was raised to carry -on with foe 
work. According to a JTMWC 
spokesman, - the work will be 
-completed by foe middle of 1987. 


According to plan, the project 
entails buDding a 100 room Intel, 
a camping area, offices, 
recreational baths, picnic sites, 
and public swimming pools. 

The main purpose oi foe project 
is to create a comprehensive and 
integrated spa complex and tourist 
spot with sufficiently wide variety 
of facilities to ensure a reasonable 
degree of self sufficiency and to 


satisfy foe needs of different 
in co me -level visitors. 

The project was estimated to 
1 have an overall cost of JD 13 
million, of which JD 7 million 
were raised through foe floating of 
bonds and from the Belgian loan. 

The loan agreement was signed 
by Minister of Planning Taber 
Kanaan and a representative of 
foe Belgian government. 






Dr. Qhaith Shubailat 

Plosnc & Reconsm.crive Surgeon 

Announces the new location 
of his private clinic. 


Jabal Amman. Ibn Khakkxjn str, Near Khalidi Hospital 

lei Clinic 644700.644900 
1 ^ 






Israeli army may change policy 


(Continued from page 1) 

lc filing 

Samer Makhrura and two 
brothers, Omar and Hamza Zaid. 
all in their early 20s and residents 
of foe town of Jeam, were 
am victed of k filing Eliohu Amedi . 

A Palestinian was shot by Israeli 
sokliers after be allegedly threw a 
bottle bomb Monday at a bus near 
Bethlehem. Israeli sources said. 

A group of Palestmians threw 
foe bomb at a passing bus in the 
occupied West Bank village of 
Beit Sahur. the sources told AP. 

Sokiieis travelling in the bps 
opened fire on the group and then 
chased the attackers, calling on 
them to stop. When the attadteis 
failed to halt, the soldiers opeaed 
fire, wounding one, the sources 
said. 

In another development, the 
Israeli authorities banned 
distribution of a Palestinian 
newspaper in foe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip for two 
-Weeks because it violated 


■ 

Arafat said to have 

(Cod tinned from page l> 
“foe opportunity has slipped away 
-smee Peres left office.” Likud 
leader Yitzhak Shamir is now 
[Rime minister. 

Aides to Mr. Peres, now foreign 
minister, told Reuters they did not 
recall any specific direct offer of 
talks. Middlemen may have been 
trying to test the water, they said. 

Mr. Darawshe declined to 
identify foe PLO representatives 
who made the offer. He said they 
tokl him Mr. Arafat was ready to 
send delegates to meet Israeli 
representatives anywhere in the 
world. 

“They said Arafat was ready to 
keep the talks secret or to hold 


censorship laws. 

The newspaper. Al Fajr. failed 
to submit an interview with PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat to the 
censor, said a spokesman Elisse 
Shazar. 

Al Fajr editor Hanna Siniora 
told the AP Israel maintained 
double standards — “a fully 
democratic one for the Hebrew 
press and one regulated by the 
censor for Palestmians." 

“We should be allowed to 
express our views.” said Mr. 
Siniora. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli court 
judge sentenced a U-S.-born 
member of a Jewish terrorist 
underground Tuesday to two and 
a half years in pris on . 

Ira Rappaport, formerly of 
New York, was convicted on Dec. 
10 for belonging to a Jewish 
underground group. 

Rappaport was charged with 
aggravated assault for attaching a 
booby-trapped bomb to the car of 
the former mayor of Nablus. 


offered talks 

them in public at Israel’s 
discretion,” ae added. 

Mr. Darawshe said: “There can 
be- no peace in the area without 
representatives of the 
Palestinians. Everyone says so, 
starting with Egypt and Jordan.” 

PLO representatives have 
increasingly held open talks with 
Israeli leftwingers, including 
Jewish and Arab 
parliamentarians, in past years but 
there have been no known 
meetings with government 
representatives. 

Although Israel rejects contacts 
with foe jPLO, several ministers 
say they favour talks if they 
advanced for peace. 
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Push for democracy 

OTHER than taking the important step of passing the 1987 budget 
draft law, the Lower House of Parliament yesterday gave a shining 
example of how the executive and legislative branches oT government 
can work band in hand to enhance our democratic life and values. 
Tuesday, Dec. 23, 1986, wBl go down in the history of Jordan as the 
day in which onr experience in nation -building and in strengthening 
our political institutions took a big step forward. 

It is true that the budget draft law was passed unchanged and as 
presented by the government, but this does not in any way di minis h 
the importance and the liveliness of the debate that took place on the. 
floor of Parliament. Apart from a small hitch that prevented one 
deputy from finishing his address to the House, each and every one of 
those deputies who spoke gave his opinions in a free and positive 
atmosphere that contributed greatly to the success of the debate. This 

is indeed a big gain for parliamentary life in the country, sod it is 
another proof that our political institutions can and do grow in 
strength and stature when we are willing to try and test them. 

hi their contributions to the budget debate, deputies moved from 
outright cr iiicism to full endorsement of government policies. This the 
prime minister took well, however, and whether he agreed or 
disagreed with them, he was always willing to reply to them and did so 
in a democratic and positive manner. Our people, who have been 
fallowing the debate on the budget with a great df ' of atten tion and 
mterest ever smee it was announced earlier this month, will no doubt 
lode at yesterday’s Parliament session as a healthy development that 
deserves every support and encouragement. They will take comfort 
and be impressed to bear and watch and feel that the formulation and 
implementation of Jordan’s policies are the product of a continuing 
dialogue between their representatives and the government. 

hi h a fling democratic practices and responsible actions in this 
country, we do not mean to say that our political institutions are 
perfect, and as such we do not need to develop them. There is a way to 
go yet before we can boast of fully developed institutions. But what is 
important here is that we are trying and that progress is be mg made aO 
the time md on all fronts. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Defending the Arab Nation 

KING Hussein has warned against the danger resulting from the 
U.S. arms deal with Iran and described the deal as impossible to 
understand. In an interview with the Washington Post newspaper, 
the Kmg warned against an escalation of the lran-Iraq war which 
could result from such deals. Perhaps the King made this critical 
statement in view of the current situation in the region and at a time 
when the United States continues to brag about its keenness on 
maintaining security in the Gulf and about the need for settling 
international disputes by peaceful means. Being a major world power 
involved in such deals with the I rania n aggressors is something 
unbecoming, and the deal reflects the impression that the United 
States is intentionally trying to step up the war activity in the Gulf to 
undermine peace and stability in that region. The United States is a 
superpower and has serious responsibilities towards the 
estabbsfuneot of peace and security around the world, but its arms 
deal with Iran which continues its aggression on Iraq is dearly 
contradictory with such status, and re fleets Washington' s intention to 
see more victims and more ma:?rial losses in the Gulf region. The 
US. arms deal reflects total contradiction between what Washington 
claims it seeks to achieve and what it really is doing. King Hussein has 
warned against an escalation of the Gulf conflict because he realises 
the devastating consequences on the Arabs and the Muslim Nation. 
If the war is expanded no one will escape the danger, and no one 
including the United States will be safe from its negative results. As 
for Jordan, it will no doubt continue to support Iraq in the war. 
because it realises that the Iranian enemy is aiming at occupying 
Arab land. Any help to Iraq is a form of defence for the Arab Nation. 

Al Dustour : Hopes for ending bloodshed 

THE Arab foreign ministers meeting in Tunis has revived hopes 
among Arab masses who believe that the ministers will work out a 
formula for ending the camps war in Lebanon. If the ministers 
succeed in their mission then the aggressive onslaught on the refugee 
camps will stop. What had encouraged the Amai militia to pursue its 
bombardments of the camps was the indifferent attitude on the part 
of the Arab states; and what caused so much bloodshed and 
destruction so far was the total absence of concerted Arab action to 
find effective means for settling the issue. The Amai militia has 
continued its indiscriminate shelling of camps determined to kill 
innocent people and liquidate their presence. But we now attach 
hopes to the meeting in Tunis where the Arab ministers are bound to 
discuss the subject in detail, and we are encouraged by the fact that 
more Arab delegates than was originally expected are now taking 
part in the meeting. This development reflects the impression that 
Arab states have become more and more concerned about the 
situation and are determined to end the tragedy. We hope that the 
Arab foreign ministers will rise above differences that plague their 
countries and seriously consider plans for ending the bloodshed. 
Mere condemnation of the fighting in the camps can never solve the 
problem and what is needed now is serious action to put a final end to 
all aggression on the refugees and thwart all plans by Israel and its 
agents to liquidate the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Hopes for ending ‘camps 
war' 


THE camps war is now threatening to expand and to engulf oew 
regions in Lebanon, but all the eves are turned to Tunis, where the 
Arab foreign ministers are meeting in a bid to find a formula to end 
the conflict. These ministers ought to work seriously to end the 
conflict among Arabs so that they can be free to tackle an aggression 
by external forces on the Arab Nation. These ministers who failed in 
their last meeting to find asolutLa to the issue are called on to exert, 
strenuous efforts for ending the aggression on the camps and 
reaching a formula that can safeguard the interests of all factions in 
Lebanon. Unless serious action is taken now. the devastation will 
widen and more and more victims will fall. The ministers in Tunis are 
now facing a real test and should be able to overcome all obstacles 
standing in the way of a solution . They have to do that as they realise 
that tite Iranian aggression cn Iraq is now threatening all their 
countries and die Arab order at large. They ought to do that because 
they realise that the Israelis are continuing their aggression on the 
Arab Nation and ate determined to maintain their occupation of 
Arab land. Any move to end the .bloodshed in Lebanon is one step 
towards rallying the Arabs and joining their ranks in the face of 
external enemies. 
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Jordan’s educational policies need evaluation 


PRIME Minister 2a id Rifai made a statement during a recent visit to 
Iibid in which he said that the number of female students at 
Jordanian universities exceeds the number of males and that the 
number of women employed by the Ministry of Education far 
exceeds that of men, though the total number of women employed by 
the government in various departments is less than the number of 
men. 

It is rather useful for Jordanian citizens to realise that the number 
of fpwalw! in universities is substantially greater than male students 
although females form only 48 per cent of total number of Jordan’s 
population . 1 1 is also essential to point out that the tendency of having 
more female students than males at universities is expected to grow 

year after year. , 

The reasons for higher female/male ratio at our universities can be 

summed up in the following: 

— A great number of parents in Jordan prefer to send their sons 
abroad for higher studies and to keep their daughters at Jordanian 
universities. However, the total number of male students at 
Jordanian, Arab and foreign universities is four times more than thd 
number of female students in Jordanian, Arab or foreign universities. 
The Ministr y of Education maintains that between 60,000 to 80,000 
Jordanian students are now studying abroad, but I believe that the 
tme figure does not exceed 25 .000. In any case, it is believed that the 
numb er of females among those is only 10 per cent since not many 
girts are sent abroad. These figures clearly reflect the fact that the 
number of male students in Jordanian, Arab or foreign universities is 

double that of females. 

— The present criteria of the Ministry of Higher Education 
sponsored admission examination for the secondary stage have 
negatively affected the number of male students allowed to pursue 
higher studies while it positively helped the female students in this 
respect. Acooiding to the Ministry of Education's regulations this 


By Husni Ayesh 

year, 65 per cent of the total number of female students who passed 
the admission examination have been allowed to take up academic 
courses that lead to university education, while, only 55 per cent of 
the male students were allowed this chance. As a result, the number' 
of male students in the first secondary academic stream now stands at 
13,000 against 17,000 females in the same class, which means an 
increase of females by 30 per cent. This gap is expected to widen 
further in the coming years and to have a similar effect at university 
level inside and outside Jordan. 

— If we refer to the mimstry’s statistics of October 1984, we find 
that the number of male and female students in the first secondary 
dassacademicsilcam was almost the same, 19,041 males and 18,971 
females, a surplus of only 70 males over females. But with the 
in trod action of the admission exam, the whole picture changed in 
October 1985 , when the number of male students dropped to 16,545 
agamst 19,207 females in the first secondary class. In October 1986, 
however, the number of students was further affected and records 
reveal that only 13.000 were registered as male students in the first 
secondary class while the number of females was 17,000. Also it has 
been noticed that the total number ofrnale and female students of the 
same first secondary academic class continued to shrink one year 
afteranother, going down from 38,012in 1984 to 35,752 in 1985 and 
down to 30,000 in 1986, though die population growth is on the 
increase ad the time. 

It should be said that educating the young generation in Jordan in 
general and the females in particular have been a re m a rk able 
achievement for Jordan . But this achievement should not allow us to 
overlook the present gap between the female and the male 
generation of the first secondary academic class and the increase in 
the number of male students in vocational training over females at 
that stage. This discrepancy does not reflect the desire to enable 
females to acquire academic learning and males to get vocational 
training, nor is it the result of preference of one type of education 


over the other by any of the two sexes. But if is rather a result of the 
wo rk of the (educationalists who have thus fur succeeded in creating 
opportunities for wide-ranging vocational training for male students, 
but failed to do the same for the females. This is because they had 
been still following a rale which gives preference in education 
matters to the males rather than females since employment had been 
for men rather than women. 

By saying this I do not intend to heap praise over academic 
education or belittle vocational training, but I aim at projecting the 
negative social and educational results of the present b ra n ch i n g of 
education, and underlining once again the need for Jordan to acquire 
a sound and unified educational system that can provide general and 
common education and scientific-literary- vocational tr ainin g for all 

male and female students alike. We don’t want to see students of the 
academic stream lacking vocational knowledge or a vocational 
student unaware of scientific knowledge. By offering dual education 
for all we will certainly remove from the minds of our students and 
parents any feeling of a social or educational infexio rity that they tend 
to have when their sons and daughters are forced to take up a course 
of study which is not to their taste or liking. 

If the present educational system is maintained I believe it will 
have negative consequences, and therefore, we should not be 
surprised wbeo in a few years' time we see many vacant seats in our 
universities and when we discover that the number of male students 
there forms only one third of the number of females. 

I believe that social problems will increase in the future as a result 
of the present educational policies but 1 also believe that we can and 
must take steps to avert such problems since we have sufficient time 
for that at present. 

The writer is a prominent Jordanian educationalist who frequently 
contributes articles to the Jordan Times’ Arabic daily sister Al Ra'i- 
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Disinformation campaigns cater to public’s thirst for ‘inside knowledge’ 


By Jacques Decornoy 


PROBES into cases of 
“disinformation" and revelations 
of “state secrets" are extremely 
popular in France just now, 
judging from the number, of 
recently published books on such 
topics. What they all do is pander 
to the reading public’s fondness 
for anything that smacks of inside 
information. Tme, this love of 
disclosure is only to be expected in 
view of the lies put out by 
governments or private business 
groups, tbeir ill-disguised dirty 
tricks, their blatant manipulation 
of public opinion. 

But it is equally obvious that if 
you go on talking about 
disinformation you end up not 
saying a word about the way the 
public is actually being informed. 
Surely die danger in constantly 
trying to unravel state secrets, or 
in trying to see reality solely in 
terms or such secrets, is that the 
plain, unvarnished truth may get 
forgotten . 

Summing up the recent incident 
in which an American aircraft was 
shot jiowa in .Nicaragua and 
Eugene' Haseofiis captured : t by 
government troops, Antony Lewis 
wrote in the International Herald 
Tribune: “‘This is an outrageous 
violation of international law.' 
Elliott Abrams, Assistant 
Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs, said the 
other day. He was talking about 
the Nicaraguan government's 
temporary delay in allowing U.S. 
consular access to Mr. Hasenfus. 
That from an administration that 
has violated international law 
wholesale in Nicaragua — and 
that ran away from the World 
Gourt adjudication of the issue, in 
its foolish shrillness, the remark is 
a telling indication of how 
American values and 
edmmonsense have been 
corrupted by the war on 
Nicaragua." t 

In just a few words, Lewis 
effectively demolished the official 
line by putting the facts in 
perspective: on the one hand, here 
was a consul who had been 
prevented for a few hours from 
visiting an agent who had been 
sent to attack the country in 
question: and cn the other the 
United States had flouted the 
fundamental rules of international 
law. Unfortunately, such 
reminders of the facts are not as 
common as all that in the news 


media. 

The primary form of 
disinformation is, surely, the work 
of people whose task is precisely 
to inform the public, and who all 
too often, whether intentionally or 
not, confuse superficialities with 
the essentials — and who are 
sometimes even unaware of what, 
the essentials are. The many issues 
which were discussed, in the 
course of the debate over the 
so-calJed “new international 
information and rommunication 
order,’' even if the terms of that 
debate were on occasion 
ambiguous, cannot simply be 
dismissed with astroke of the pen. 

Comte Alexandre de 
Marenches, who ran the French 
secret service for 1 1 years, 
recently brought out his memoirs, 
written in collaboration with star 
journalist Christine Ockrent; the 
book, “Dans le Secret des 
Princes," has since become a 
bestseller (see Guardian Weekly 
of October 26). 

In it, he constantly refers to 
Western democracies as being 
“soft," and argues that the 
American press behaved in an 
“irresponsible" manner during 
the Vietnam War by publishing 
“the so-called Pentagon papers" 
In so doing, he says, if'helped the 
enemy.’’ Whose enemy? The 
enemy of the United States? Or of 
a major power caught up in an 
enterprise that was at once 
reckless and logical? 

On August 14 of this year, 
President Ronald Reagan gave 
the go-ahead for a disinformation 
campaign aimed at destabilising 
the Libyan regime. Eleven days 
later, the administration planted 
the following story in the 
prestigious and austere Wall 
Street Journal: because Colonel 
Muamer Qadhafi was planning 
bomb attacks, die possibility of 
another American strike gainst 
Libya could not be ruled out. The 
story was picked up by 
newspapers everywhere. 

In Early October, the 
Washington Post revealed details 
of bow that attempt to mislead 
public opinion had been 
organised, thus causing great 
embarrassment to the White 
House add unfavourable 
comment in the American press. 

Reagan then approved the 
setting up of a government bureau 


whose task would be to denounce 
Soviet efforts to disseminate 
inaccurate information about the 
United States. The fact that 
Reagan took that decision at that 
particular moment was, said the 
State Department, “pure 
coincidence." 


confident assertions point by 
point. 

Now let us turn to the official 
report on Mcngistu’s speech of 
September 12, 1985, in the 
Ethiopian Herald of the following 
day. What does it say? A banner 
head fine on die front pace reads: 


Caught between the two fires of “The secretary 



on the 


masses to dose ranks mi throw 
their collective energies into 


development." On page six, three 
and a half columns are given over 
to a report on his speech: three of 
those columns deal with 
-development and its political 
preconditions, and only 17 Imes 
cfiscuss South Africa (in perfect 


disinformation and 
counter-disinformation, the news 
media are the first to crack up: 
they seem incapable of covering 
topics like Libya in anything 
approaching a rational manner. 

Marenches is right: our 
democracies are “soft," but 
perhaps not in the sense he meant 
iL They are “soft" because they “traditional' language), 
allow themselves to be sapped 
from within by their refusal to see 
die world as it really is, and 
because they end up, under the 
pretext of wishing to find out more 
about themselves, producing a 
self-portrait that is a caricature of 
jeality. 


In the nme other pages of the 
paper. South Africa is referred to 
only once more, in a Reuters 
report. The rest is devoted to 
international issues, science and 
so co. As for file editorial, which 
naturally talks about the 
anniversary celebrations, it 


''Ethiopianisatio-n plus., breathes not a word about South 
Marxism equals thf - Sovijet^' AfricaJ . _ 

Union's conquest 'of Africa and If thajt is not disinJopmation I. 
therefore control of the work}.’ SfJ .d6n’t Iq^yw what is. No matter : by 
This paranoid equation sums up' 'hook dr by crook, the authors 

have to bolster their theory that 
“control of the world hinges on 
Johannesburg." We have heard 
this kind of thing before, indeed 
ever since the West, wracked by its 
foreign adventures and domestic 
crises, got into the habit of putting 
the frights on itself. 

“Control of Japan,” “control of 
China,” “control of the Pacific,” 
“control of the tropical seas" and 
so on - these are familiar old 
refrains, just like those simplistic 
equations that have now been 
trotted out for nigh on a century: 
Japan plus white technology 
equals the end of the West; 
Japanese know-how plus the 
Chinese masses equals the Yellow 
peril; Red Russia phis Yellow 
China equals the death of 
civilisation as we know it. Now we 
have tiie Black-Red periL Now 


fairly well a chapter from Andre 
Glucksmann and Thierry 
Wolton's new book, “Silence, on 
tue," an extract from which was 
carried in Paris- Match on October 
17. 

We read: “On September 12, 
1985, in Revolution Square (in 
Addis Ababa). President 
Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam 
celebrated the 11 til anniversary of 
his coming to power (...) What did 
he talk about? Successes on the 
industrial front? In agriculture? In 
culture? In eradicating illiteracy? 
Of course not! He talked, yet 
again, about apartheid 

This piece of information is 
without any doubt a key element 
in Glucksmann and Wolton's 
argument: Ethiopia, which clearly 
has an imperial destiny, and 
which, on top of that, is now a 


Marxist state armed by the Soviet Johannesburg has become the 
Union, has only one aim — to main goal of that “other dream 


make South Africa (and therefore 
the whole of Africa) part of the 
totalitarian Communist bloc. 

The information just quoted is 
quite specific, relayed by two 
wed -known authors — published 
the respectable house of 
rasset. One can hardly expect 
Paris-Match readers to check such 


% 


which “is beginning to take shape: 
that of Pan-African communism.” 
The alarm bells are ringing. The 
journalist Michel Droit, who will 
represent the Academic Fraqcase 
on the new National Cbtnmissioa 
fbr Communications and 
Liberties, the body that presides 
over the freedom of information 


in France, attacked the American 
Congress in Le Figaro on October 
14 for what he called an 
irresponsible vote, and went on to 
discuss disinformation: “It is this 
kind of disinformation which has 
succeeded in convincing millions 
of men and wo men throughout the 
wo rid that there is only one 
problem in South Africa; that’of 
apartheid.'* 

The same day, in its annual 
report. Amnesty Internationa] 
estimated that the number of 
South Africans arrested for 
political reasons in 1985 was 
10,000. Since June 12, 1986, 
when the state of emergency was 
proclaimed, 20,000 have been 
jailed. Writing in the International 
Herald Tribune on October 15, 
the local correspondent of the 
Washington Post quoted 
extensively from a report put out 
by the Black Sash organisation on 
torture inflicted on young people 
aged between 12 ana 18 which is 
likely to leave them permanently 
handicapped. 

._ . Reports of, this kind,, which, we 
are told, overlook the danger of: 
“Ethiopian isation" and make no 
mention of the “major reforms' 
being implemented by President 
Pieter Botha, forget the most 
important thing of all — Western 
interests. 

And what ingratitude too! Their 
authors fail to mention the 
solicitude shown for us by (white) 
South Africans. This has not, 
however, escaped the attention of 
Jean Ferre, who writes on radio 
for th.e rightwing 
Figaro- Magazine . He urged us, in 
his October 11 column, to listen 
regularly to the broadcasts in 
French by South African Radio, 
and to “compare its news bulletins 
with those put out by 
Radio-France Internationale." 

The same issue contained _ a 
lavish photo-feature on Namibia: 

" Fabulous Namibia: sand . sun and 
sDenoe." That is about all it said 
about that “autonomous 
territory,” apart from praising the 
quality of its lobsters, mentioning 
mat anyone wishing to visit it will 
need a visa from the South African 
authorities, pointing out that 
“many ethnic groups now share 
Namibia," and putting a word in 
for the 200,000-strong seal colony 
at Cape Cross. The “silence'' of 
Namibia? One can rally suppose 


that the landmines and the 
mili tary helicopters are equipped 
with sileoct&* 

And then there is Jonas 
Savimbi, who with Reagan and 
Botha's backing, leads the 
UN U A rebels in neighbouring 
Angola. In Alexandre de 
Marenches’ view, he is one of this 
century's greats, an 
anti-colonialist resistance hero, a 
latter-day Charles de Gaulle, an 
intellectual and moral giant. 
Marenches’ admiration is 
unbounded and he is particularly 
impressed by Savimbfs command 
of French. 

Pierre Pean writes, in his recent 
book' "Secret d'Etate": “In a 
world with paranoid tendencies, 
press freedom is seen as a 
handicap: any type of news that is 
believed to weaken the nation 
is perceived as aggression 
against the Western camp. The 
hu man rights campaign, the fight 
against racism, support for those 
seeking independence, pacifism, 
'*■ hood environmentalism are _ ail 
regarded as potentially dangerous 
- ^causes, because they are 
' supported or initiated by the KGB 
in an attempt to weaken *our 
democracies. This simplistic view, 
which sees everything in terms of 
East-West conflict, has led the 
secret services elsewhere to 
defend South Africa and to see the 
anti-apartheid campaign purely as 
a Russian disinformation 
manoeuvre." 

It is regrettable that secret 
services have adopted this view. 
Their action is certainly facilitated 
by an abundance of unpaid 
"informers” who tell them what 
they want to hear. 

In fact the brainwashing 
campaign now being organised by 
those whose jobs should be tc 
inform has only just begun- This 
we are told by Louis Pauwel 
himself, editor o 
F iga ro- Magazine, who, in a rece 
article called “ How. quite simpl 
to have done with the Fren 
Revolution,” he wrote: "We 
continuing, with our own broo 
the great spring-clean undertak 
by the intellectuals of the 80s.' 

Alexandres de Marenches ne 
have no fear: if our democraci 
are too “soft" there w01 be plen 
of hard men to beef them up — 
Monde. 


Yugoslavs may rehabilitate victims 


By VjekoSiav Radovic 

Reuter' 

BELGRADE — A senior 
Yugoslav Communist has made 
cautious proposals for the 
rehabilitation of politicians 
purged for disagreeing with party 
policies. 

Dusan Ckrebic. member of the 
presidency (politburo) of the 
ruling League of Communists. 

said recently there was no reason 
why the party should not consider 
rehabilitating individuals who 
were purged unjustly. 

His remarks came after months 
of press debate which began last 
summer when there were calls for 
the case Milos Zanko, once a 
prominent politician, to be 
re-examined. - 

Ckrebic was quoted in an 
interview with the official Tanjug 
News Agency as saying “It was 
beyond doubt that some demands 
(for rehabilitation) were 
justified." 

“There is no reason why the 
i-Aague of Communists should 

avoid discussion of the topic," he 
was quoted as saying. But he said 
the party should avoid 
, dramatising individual cases or 
rehabilitating proponents of 
“unacceptable ideas." 

Western diplomats said this- 
appeared to refer to those who 
challenged the basic precepts of 


Yugoslavia's socialist system. 

When an individual is purged, 
he loses his government or party 
position and Is removed from 
public life. If he were to be 
rehabilitated he would be restored 
to public life, but would be 
unlikely to gam an important post. 

Zanko was sacked as 
vice-president of parliament in 
1971 for criticising a rise of 
nationalism in the Republic of 
Croatia. 

Ckrebic named two politicians 
in the ethnically tom Kosovo 
province, Jovo So era and Kadri 
Reufi, as examples of people 
whose rehabilitation should be 
considered. 

They were purged in 1973 for 
calling attention to a wave of 
Albanian nationalism in the 
province, which eight years later 
exploded in ethnic riots and led to 
martial law being imposed. 

Ckrebic said events bad proved 
that Sotra and Reufi were right 
and that, the party should 
rehabilitate them. 

The Kosovo and Croatian 
leaderships who pifrged Sotra. 
Reufi, Zanko. and others, were 
later deposed themselves but their 
own victims were never 
rehabilitated. 

Unlike Serbian writer Dobrica 
Cbsic, purged for dissenting views 
on Kosovo in 1969, Sotra, Reufi 
and Zanko stayed loyal to the 


party. 

. The latter stand better chances 
of being rehabilitated than Cbsic 
or others who became critics of the 
party, diplomatic sources said. 

They said the least likely 
candidate for rehabilitation is 
Miiovan Djilas, once closest 
collaborator of the late leader 
Marshal Tito. He was purged in 

1954, accused of advocating a 
Western-style democracy, and is 
now the country's leading 
opposition figure. 

Cbsic is a best-selling writer and 
a member of a “Committee for 
protection of freedom of thought 
and expression," .proposing free 
elections and a pluralistic political 
system. Djilas. once Tito's 
favoured lieutenant, proposes 
democratic socialism. 

Yugoslav 'intellec tual s rbave 
lately demanded rehabilitation on 
a wider scale and national 
reconciliation of opposing 
ideologies. Communist and 
non-Communist alike. 

They met strong criticism from 
politicians in power. Dragoljub 
Petrovic, a professor, was jailed 
for saying Communists were no 
better than their opponents. 

Hundreds of prominent 
politicians have been purged since 
1948. when the first great purge 
took place, following Tito's split 
with Stalin. 

In 1971 the entire Croatian 


leadership was purged on charges 
of nationalism, like the Kosovo 
leadership in 1981. In 1972 
“liberals" were purged in Serbia. 

Tito hinted at possible 
rehabilitations in 1974, but none 
materialised. 

“We should be considerate 
toward these people. We should 
not ban them forever," he said. 
But none of the purged politicians 
made a comeback. 

Slavoljub Djuklic, leading 
commentator at the semi-official 
newspaper Politika. said 
rehabilitation prospects depend 
much on politicians in power who 
contributed to the downfall of 
Sotra, Reufi, Zanko and other 

purge victims. 

Rehabilitating them could 
mean calling someone to task for 
purging them, which could upset 
the existing balance of power. 

Diplomats in Belgrade say a 
major obstacle is the fact that all 
purges took place with Tito's 
approval or instigation. 

Some politicians have said that 
calls for rehabilitation are aimed 
at discrediting Tito and the party. 

It would upset the “belief that 
the party is never wrong” and the 
party is still not ready to admit it, 
Djuklic said. 


SMILE... SMILE... 

You are now at the Aquamarina Hotel and Club in 
Aqaba on the occasion of Christmas and the New 


We are pleased to offer you a special menu- for Dec. 24, 
1986 and Dec. 31, 1986. 

We are quite ready to welcome you from B p.m. and 
until 6 a.m. of the following day. 

We bid you farewell the next day by offering you a 
special breakfast-buffet consisting of several types of 
cheese. 

We promise to make your evening programme unique 
and pleasant amid the tunes of the famous SPIDERS 
musical band. 

Not only that... but we have many surprises waiting for 
you. 

We have the king of magic waiting to entertain you with 
his exciting performances on the evenings of Dec. 
■ 24 - 25-26 - 29 - 30 - 31 , 1986 . 

We offer you a lot for little expense. 

Christmas Eve: JD 9.5 per person 
New Year’s Eve: ID 14 per person. 

We wBl be delighted if yon would share the 
occasion with us. 


For reservation call Tel: 03/316250 Aqaba telex 62249 i 
AQUAMA-JO. ; 

The management and staff of Aquamarina wish you ) 
tiie best for Christinas and the New Year. i 

'With our best wishes for your prosperity. $ 
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i assures deputies of Jordan’s creditworthiness 
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^crniaenrs eubMdy} ^ these 
ptjamim Finns, apedaJiy. those tfaat 
wahrvwrtu^goi?c«te thetfow n 1 


The ptrfor man ce of these 
organisations 'within rhe 
framewpit rof special, laws win 
alkne-tbem sofficicrit/lcxibDjty to 
finjctkst oorsinind basis. Bui any 
. a^jendment, of these laws could 
deprive these/ organisations of 
tfaeir financial -and adtn in istra tive 
. ih(fcp«adea<ifc ...And could bring 
about' ;*n • imbalance in their 
capa&i&y to achieve this goal. 
Nevertheless/ the Royal 
. Qlm mission for the .Development 
of Civil Service in Jordan is now 
cpgsidigrmg. homing soose of these 
organ Rations with ministries, and 
we ' wifi report to Parliament 
derails of -the commission's 
findings.. ^ . 

"Second: Studies and research 

‘'The Financial Committee has 
recommended a, reduction of the 
expenses on studies and research 
except fhose ' spent on ofl and 
mineral exploration . 1 would like 
to eaqpiam the . following points in 
this regard: 

"AJ; Tift ' new five-year plan 
includes ; numerous development 
projects which require study and 
research tor determining their 
feasibility. What has been 
allotted in the 1987 budget is 
only three per cent of the capital 
expenditure." which is less by 1.3 
percent of the total volume of the 
3987 budget. 

"8 ) Part of the allocations for the 
studies’ and research covers the 
cost of .de^gir and supervision of 
implementation of these projects. 
"C)' i ?he government was careful 
to give priority in these studies for 
the designs and the supervision to 
be carried out by local engineering 
and consultancy offices and so 
most of ajfocatioos will be 
. ispent in Jordan. 

*’ D) The government supports the 
Financial: Committee's 
recommendation to. try to reduce 
expenses by 'dependhig on the 
skills "and 'experience of the 
government’s technical services 
and departments, and will try to 
implement this -reepmmendation 
as beri- ss it cad. - 
“Third: Loans to municipal and 
village councils.. 

Financial Committee has 
sub mined a. recommendation 
linking ; fciCerest jdue from these 
counak; to^ their do ninrlbu lion in 
. the e&KbTfibaajn. of jural region 
fii»jBded._ . ,tha t.tbe : jd ue : 
dnthxc:st .,be. /.reduced - L aud ■ 

' J rcsrijeduled f or easier repayment. 

- Here,' I would tike to pointout that 
the financial probi ws which these 

' councils have becbsiif ferinig from 
and their nut causes- are various 
and are not related only to the 
elec trifi c ati on of ruraT regions. 
Financial difficulties arose due 
largely to tfiese counciFs desire to 
purehase land and. build schools 
■ and .'roads etc,.. These 
; commitmente were not paralleled 
with sufficient effort on the part of 
there' coimciis 'to collect- their 
debts and .raise sufficient funds 
'and -so' -the loans and interest 
accumulated, with the result that 
these councils' in Icome was far less 
than their .financial commitments 
with adverse consequences to 
tltefr projects. "■ 

-'But the government realised 
these probletnsapd helped reduce 
thfl ■ finanrifl 1 burden of these 
' COttopils by mking- upon itself the 
: .tost of building- roads- and 
maintaining them. The 
" government intends to increase its 
-share in the ' construction of 
schools and has set up a committee 
to ’Study the councils' financial 

- situation to -help them continue to 
^operate ' on . sound" basis. This 

committee will submit its study to 


the Cabinet tor endorsement, 
./'fourth: Economic and 
fipaadal policy. 

. "AJ The Financial Committee 
—has recommended an amendment. 

to the general debts law Number 
.-.(l)ofl97I for considering foreign 
■ debts on the same level with 
internal debts in terms of placing a 
ceiling for them. Bui defining a 
.- ceiling for external debt is aot in 
the in wrest of the Kingdom for the 
following reasons: 

. — “Most external loans are on 
long and easy terms and they were 
used for implementing 
. development projects. Therefore, 
imposing a ceiling for funds 
needed for invest men tswQl curtail 
the. implementation of 
income-generating projects and 
wiQ directly affect the rates of 
growth and economic and social 
developments as a whole, 
including projects in the five-year 

E lans for the East and West 
aoks. 

' — “Failure by Arab countries to 
honour their financial 
commitment to Jordan has caused 
an imbalance and delayed the 
repayment of externa! loans. 
Therefore, the government was 
forced to resort to external loans 
in order to maintain its credibility 
and was forced to shoulder 
additional interests. 

“The impact of the external 
loans on the national economy is 
reflected in a proportion with the 
exports and services and this 
amounted to 12.4 percent in 1986 
— far below the internationally 
recognised dangerous line which is 
20 per cent. The government has 
however made it a point to make 
its annual external loans less than 
the annual premiums and interests 
. on the loans. 

■ 

*'B) The Financial Committee 
referred to the problem of 
unemployment. I emphasise that 
the government is keen on 
handling this issue through a 
programme of investments within 
the five-year plan which will 
eventually make available 
100,000 jobs, in addition to other 
available means. The government 
has carried out a great deal of 
effective measures in vocational 
training to meet the requirements 
of national development and is 
giving special training to engineers 
and physicians. The government 
has formed a ministerial 
committee to study the effects of 
the unemployment problem and 
provide solutions. 

“The countries of the. Gulf, 
'Coopera tio n Council have told us' 
cif their desire to keep Jordanian 1 
workers and help us to open new 
markets to absorb Jordanian 
manpower. 

“C) The Financial Committee has 
urged the government to suppress 
expenses so that funds can be 
made available for financing 
capital projects through local 
revenues. The government is 
grateful tor the recommendation 
- and promises to control expenses. 

“However, it should be pointed 
out that the 1987 budget 
underlines the fact that local 
revenues are. for the first time, 
equal to current expenses and this 
is a great achievement, and we 
hope to raise more funds to 
finance capital expenditure. 

■*D) The government approves of 
the committee’s recommendation 
calling for confining the Ministry 
of Supply’s role to trading in basic 
commodities. The government is 
about. to finalise a draft law on 
supply which would define the 
commodities which the ministry 
should deal with. Ibis law will be 
submitted to Parliament. 

“As to the remark on 
commercial dealings by the 
Ministry of Supply, 1 would like to 
point out that these dealings are 


'considered as part or the' public 
fund. Details uf the trading 
operations appear in the 1987 
.general budget. Bui I would like to 
—point out that the trading account- 
was introduced to take care of the 
operations pertaining to strategic 
storage of basic commodities for 
the country and the government's 
own warehouses in accordance 
with Article 114 of the 
Constitution. 

“£) As to the JD 25 million 
referred to in the budget and, 
which will be spent in accordance 
with a decision by the Cabinet, 1 
say that this sum is part of the 
investment programme which the 
government announced this year 
to stimulate economic activity in 
the Kingdom through expediting 
the process of spending on 
projects included in the current 
five-year plan, specially those 
covering building of schools and 
health centres and giving loans to 
organisations and housing 
projects for families with limited 
income and building government 
complexes in different provinces. 

“Finally I would like to say that 
the government is seeking to 
create an opportune investment 
climate to find a suitable basis for 
giving momentum to the 
development process and to deal 
with the pressing economic issues. 

“The government is seeking to 
strengthen the local productive 
foundation of the country and 
employ national savings and 
attract Arab and foreign capital to 
boost the Kingdom's foreign 
currency reserves and maintain 
the strength of the dinar. 

“Fifth: The agricultural sector 

“Before commenting on the 
committee's recommendations on 
the agricultural sector. 1 would 
(ike to point out that the 
agriculture sector’s share in the 
budget JD 42.6 million. Most of 
this amount will benefit capital 
agriculture expenditure. This 
amount is nearly 10 per cent of the 
budget. 

“Now 1 would like to point out 
the following: 

“A) The government approves 
the committee’s recommendation 
which calls for coordinating the 
activities of the public 
organisations specialising in the 
agriculture sector and support a 
call for cancelling dual 
performance in their operations. 
The government also wants to 
define these organisation's 
relations with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and this subject is in* 
the hands 'of the Royal' 
Commission for developing the 
Civil Service system in the 
country. 

“B) Concerning the reduction of 
the cost of agriculture production 
and the building of roads, (to help 
farmers), the government has 
been expanding its operations in 
producing saplings in different 
regions and selling them at 
reasonable prices to the farmers. 
The government has reduced the 
cost of electricity by 20 per cent 
and set new tariffs for power used 
in agriculture projects. The 
Ministry of Agriculture is 
constantly controlling production 
and helping the farmers and 
providing subsidy for them to 
encourage them to pursue their 
work despite seasonal 
fluctuations, bottlenecks in 
marketing and the high cost of 
production. A programme win be 
worked out for building roads in 
farming areas or different 
provinces. 

“C) The government is concerned 
with the marketing of agricultural 
products and will enact a new law 
for the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) in the coming 
weeks. The ACC wifi supervise 
the marketing operations and will 


House focuses on unemployment 
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i . (Continued from page 1) 

But Dr.^Nawaiseh argued that 
unemployment was spreading 
an yy i g r jversify graduates and 
aUsecfors, “H unemployment was 
stmcxiual and calk for the import 
of foreign labour, how come the 
number "-of the unemployed is 
50,000 while the foreign labour 
fbtee is estimated at 250,000,” he 
asked. 

Dr- Nawaiseh described the 
current rate of unemployment, 
which, - according to official 
estimates, does not exceed eight 
per -cent, as “a political 
liremptoymentr' 

Although the House supported 
the government’s plan to spend 
51 2, billion to develop die West 
Bank and Gaza Snip, some East 
Bank deputies expressed 
reservations which were based on 
.the' following assumptions:- 
—There was fearthat financing of 
the . programme could increase the 
deficit m “the East Bank budget 
and consequently Ionian would 
resort to further external 
borrowing; 

— That the Nan would fall in line 
with' Israeli schemes in the 


nari"’ 

year- 

srW- 




— That snch a plan sh ou l d b e 
executed jointly with the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO)as 
the role k^timate- representative 
of the Pakstinian people. ! 

hi his reply, Mr. Rifai said the 


PLO was invited to the Jordan 
Development Conference which 
was held in Amman on Nov. 8, but 
the organisation refused to attend 
“although it had approved of die 
plan inutile past.'* 

All the representatives of the 
Wesr Bank who spoke during the 
session urged the government “to 
start implementing the plan so as 
to foil Israeli schemes to evict the 
Palestinians from the occupied 
Arab territories." 

Two other issues which proved 
to be controversial during the 
session were government savings 
from cutting off oD and energy 
subsidies and its decision earlier 
thisyearto turn some df die public 
institutions into private 
shareholding companies. 

Deputy Zouhair Douqan (Salt) 
suggested that the government 
Ha/i made. around $204 milkon in 
savings “frbm the differences in 
oil prices between 1985 and 1986 
eonaidermg that prices of oil 
products have not been lowered 
accordingly in Jordan." 

“People are questioning where 
the money has gone," tie said. 

Mr. Rifai categorically rejected 
suggestions that Jordan was under 
pressure by any of the 
international credit firms to 
privatise institutions and said that 
the decision was purely the 
Jordanian government’s. 

Tuesday's session was briefly 
interrupted when a verbal clash 


broke out between Mr. Shbeilai 
and Labour Minister Khaled AI 
Haj Hassan over the deputy's 
criticism of unnamed minister’s 
performances. Mr. Shbeilat's 
criticism was included in a speech 
he was to deliver on the budget. 
But as soon as Mr. Shbeilai started 
his speech, he was interrupted by 
House Speaker Akef Al Fayez 
who kept ringing the bell in a 
signal to the deputy to stop. But as 
Mr. Shbeilat ignored the speaker’s 
signals. Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs Sami Jo ud eh and Mr. Haj 
Hassan argued that the 
Parliament statute prohibited 
“offensive statements’ against 
deputies and ministers. 

The argument then turned into 
a heated verbal clash between Mr. 
Shbeilat and Mr. Haj Hassan and 
consequently the deputy was not 
allowed to continue his speech. 

Later, both Mr. Haj Hassan, 
who is also a deputy from Amman, 
and Mr. Shbeilat* who also 
represents the capital, apologised 
to each other and their argument 
was taken off from the minutes of 
the meeting despite protests by 
Mr. Shbeilat. 

The clash was the second 
between Mr. Shbeilat and a 
Cabinet minister in less than one 
mon th Last .month Mr. Shbeilat 
got into an argument, with 
Information Minister Mohammad 
Al Kbatib over the government's 
information policy. _ 


organise the relationship between 
the different parties in (he 

marketing process. 

“We have already started to 
.deal with the bottlenecks in the . 
marketing process by embarking 
on the agricultural pattern system 
and providing encouraging prices 
for basic crops and establishing 
food processing industries. 

“ D) Animal wealth is being given 
due care and support in the 
agricultural sector. The 
government reduced the prices of 
barley and maize and established a 
company to handle the slaughter 
of poultry. This year we seem to 
have a lot of rain which foretells of 
a bounty harvest and we have 
already started growing crops in 
large areas of lands. 

“Sixth: The services sector 
“A) The government shares with 
the Financial Committee its 
concern over developing rural 
regions' and remote areas and this 
has been given priority in the 
five-year plan and is dear in the 
1987 budget. 

“B) The government supports the 
committee's call for speeding up 
the implementation of water and 
health projects and instructions 
have been given to the concerned 
authorities in this concern. 
“C)The Housing Corporation has 
stopped setting up expensive 
housing estates and is now 
concentrating its efforts on 
housing projects for employees 
and for people with limited 
income. 

“D) The government supports 
recommendations on confining, 
to a single corporation the task of. 
planning work and setting 
specificiations for co mputers to be 
bought by ministries and other 
organisations. This is what the 
National Committee on 
Technology and Science is trying 
to do. 

“E) Social development is an 
integral part of comprehensive 
development and is based on two 
concepts: Helping the needy 

families financially and providing 
means for setting up small projects 
for the needy. This is the work of 


the National Aid Fund and the 
objective of the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

“I hereby end my remarks 
. about ibc committee’s report and. 
I would tike to comment on 
remarks made by the deputies 
during the session : 

The development programme for 
the occupied territories 

“The government has allocated 
JD 10 million to contribute to 
projects included in this 
programme which aims at 
supporting the steadfastness of the 
Arab people under Israeli rule. 
The government is seeking to raise 
funds for financing these projects 
in con stan icon tacts with Arab and 
friendly countries and various 
money-lending institutions, some 
of which have already pledged to 
provide funds. As to supervising 
the implementation of these 
projects!, the government has set 
up ministerial committee chaired 
by the deputy prime minister to 
work out a formula fur 
implementation of the projects 
and for defining priorities after 
consultations with the civil 
authorities of the West Bank and 
the local councils there and the 
Parliament members from the 
West Bank. 

“As to the measures concerning 
travel to and from the West Bank 
through the bridges the 
government has been going ahead 
with plans for reducing these 
measures but more is to be done in 
this respect. 

“On coordinating the 
govern men'ts efforts with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in the development plan 
for the occupied territories. I say 
that the government has already 
invited the PLO to participate in 
the development conference 
which was held in Amman but the 
PLO declined to come, though on 
earlier occasions it had given its 
consent to the plan. 

"As to the remarks of Deputy 
Riad AJ Nawaiseh about this plan’ 
for the West Bank, 1 would say 
that this was occurred in the 
speech from the throne and was 


supported by Partin meat in the 
reply to that speech and was 
earlier endorsed by the PLO while 
coordination was going on with 
_the Jordanian government. The. 
plan was also approved by all 
Arab and friendly nations which 
look part in the Amman 
de ve lop me n t co nfe re □ ce th is y ear . 

“As to Mr. Nawaiseh’s 
reference to the plan as being an 
American -Zionist plan. 1 say this 
is something that does not deserve 
any reply and can only be 
described as some form of 
outbidding and nonsense only 
aimed at serving certain 
objectives. These remarks are not 
based on firm foundations nor are 
they founded on national stands 
and they definitely do not serve 
national interests. 

“On what has been said on 
unemployment. I can say that that 
the presence of non-Jordanian 
workers in the country does not 
create unemployment . The 
unemployment in Jordan is a 
direct result of the reluctance by 
Jordanians to take up jobs now 
filled by non-Jordanians. The 
government has issued strict 
instructions to all businesses to 
give priority in employment to 
Jordanians and to tighten control 
over non -Jordanian workers 
employed in the country to ensure 
they were doing jobs for which 
they were brought here. 

“On what has been said about 
the hospi cals of Karak and TafiJeh ; 
I say that an amount of JD 
50U.000 has been allocated in the 
budget for Tafileh Hospital and 
the cost of Karak Hospital will be 
shared by the Italian and the 
Jordanian governments. 

“Regarding the Public Security 
Depan men t's (PSD) purchase of 
West German Audi cars, the truth 
is that the depanment bought 240 
cars and not 400 vehicles as was 
suggested by Deputy Akaiieh. 

“The purchase of these Audi 
cars, in addition to other necessary 
equipment, purchased by the 
Armed Forces and the PSD, was 
deemed necessary to upgrade the 
standard (of the Armed Forces 


and the PSD) and ootbes in line 
with Parliament’s support for 
these forces. These cars were 
bought to replace older vehicles 
-which have been in use for the past.. 
15 years. 

“The information and numbers 
given by Dr. Akaiieh need to be 
checked. Had be returned to the 
document's draft budget, he 
Suould have found all answers to 
his queries. 

“Regarding Dr. Akaileh's 
description of the country's' 
external debts as " commercial.'’ 
and that these borrowings are 
constantly subject to 
rescheduling, the truth is that 
Jordan has never requested the 
rescheduling of its external debts. 

“ When we talk about Jordan’s 
creditworthiness, this means that 
Jordan has never requested its 
.foreign lenders for the 
rescheduling of its debts. 

“I would like to point out that, 
all loans which are included in the 
budget's second chapter are 
developmental loans with easy- 
I ending terms that have been 
borrowed from Arab, regional 
and international funds, and are 
contrary to what Mr. Akaiieh 
allegedly raised when he said that 
the country's loans are 
commercial in character. 1 really 
wonder where he got his 
information from-.'. Dr. Akaiieh 
also said that the revenues secured 
from oil sales were not included in 
the 1987 draft budget, but had he 
looked more carefully into the 
draft, he would have found that oil 
revenues have been included in 
the 11th chapter of the draft 
budget. 

“On the budget appendix. 1 
would like to stress that the 
government adheres to the budget 
law and issues budget appendix in 
special cases that need emergency 
allocations. 

“On remarks made by Deputy 
Nawaiseh concerning the deficit 
figures in the 1987 draft budget. I 
say that the figures given by Mr. 
Nawaiseh are imaginary and 
baseless, and we really do not 
know how he arrived at these 


figures which are not even based 
on the simplest basis of financial 
rules. 

rTouching on what has been 
. raised during the discussions over 
the privatisation of a number of 
public companies into companies, 
we have constantly and 
continuously declared that the 
transformation of the companies’ 
status will commence on a gradual 
basis and after thoroughly 
studying the case of each of the 
companies. 

■■The privatisation scheme will 
commence by transforming the 
status of the public-owned 
institution into a public 
shareholding company with all its 
shares owned by ine public sector. 
At a later state, pans of these 
shares might be sold to the private 
sector. The reasons behind the 
privatisation scheme is to allow 
these companies to operate in an 
armosphere of flexibility in order 
to rely on its own revenues instead 
of depending on the treasury in 
areas related to its financing. . 

-'ll is regrettable to hear such 
talks in Parliament, especially 
about subjects that are void of 
sound source but based on 
rumours designed to sow 
dissension. There is no truth in 
what has been said about the 
government's intention to 
transform public organisations 
into private companies in 
response to recommendations by 
intemationai agencies or foreign 
funds. We never had such 
recommendations by any one. Ail 
the plans have been the result of 
the government's initiatives. 

“1 must emphasise that the 
government will study the definite 
demands and requests made by 
the deputies and will respond to 
whatever possible of them. 

"The government is thankful to ’ 
the deputies and the members of 
the Financial Committee for their 
efforts and I pledge that this 
government will continue to exert 
efforts for implementig 
resolutions passed by Parliament 
based on the provisions of the 
Constitution.’' 
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Magnificent 

~ ■ r ~" ~ AMMAN PLAZA 

Islfce frost luxurious hotel in Jordan's capital and the Mesl 
' addition to Truftthousc Fretc Holds in the Middle East 
The hotel forms part ol the Housing Bank Shmeisanl Center 
the most modem office and shopping complex In Amman. 
accommodation 264 elegantly furnished guest rooms, spacious. 
foBy air conditioned with television, radio, in-house movies 
and mini bar. For even greater comfort, there are 35 lavish 
Junior and Deluxe suites. 2 superb Presidential Suites and 2 
extensive Royal Suites containing every luxurious amenity. 

RESTAURANT FACILITIES For moments of relaxation and 
dining, the jommJuza has dazzling possibilities for every mood and taste. 

The “Abu Nawas Lounge" and the "AINadeen” offer an ideal ambiance 
to meet friends and business. "The Coffee Shop' 1 is open for an abundant 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, and the AJ Rawak street Cato serving delicious light 
mean - It is open aU day. The 'AndaJusra" Restaurant offers the finest international 
catena at mid-day and evening. For something a little different try the "Fujiyama 11 
Japanese Restaurant, creating exotic oriental dishes to tempt your palate. 

~Tl«a Thousand and One Nights" Super Club provides the perfect 
- combination of relaxation and enter lammenL Room Service is avail. • 
able 24 hours a day. There is express laundry and dry cleaning. 

OTHER FACILITIES At the . jmumkjo* hotel every 
accent is providing services for your relaxation and enjoyment 
There is a large swimming pool with surrounding sun terraces, a 
shopping arcade, gentlemen and ladles beauty parlour, etc. 

Banqueting facilities are extensive commencing with the sum- 
ptuous Grand Ballroom containing up to 200 persons and a host 
of other meeting rooms. For the more energetic there ere the 
~ facilities ot an Independent health club adjacent to the hotel. 

THE AMMAN PLAZA 
"A HOTEL OF 
DISTINCTION' 
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Lower House members debate objectives and scope of 


/V'f following are major excerpts from speeches delivered by Lower 

during yesterday's debate on the national budget for 

/W7.' 



Mufeed Mubaslat (Nablus) 


"The new budget aims at reducing 
expenditure and the deGcit in the 
balance of Davment and this 


balance of payment and this 
reflects the government’s 
keenness on achieving 
self-sufficiency in Jordan and 
developing local resources which 
in rum would stimulate the 
national economy. 

"1 appreciate the government’s 
endeavours in this respect and also 
support its efforts to involve the 
private sector in the process of 
boosting the economy. 

"We also support the proposed 
projects in the budget despite the 
adverse elements that have 
affected the economies of the 
Middle East countries. "We also 
support the government’s 
endeavours for boosting the 
power of the Armed Forces which 


power or me Armea forces wrucn 
forms a protecting shield for the 
nation and the govern [Dent’s plans 
to promote the educational, 
health, and public services in the 
occupied Arab territories." 



Tahseeu A1 Faris (Nablus) 


"King Hussein has said that 
people of the two h anks of Jordan 
are in the same boat- confronting 
the same challenges and dangers... 
and this places serious 
responsibility on officials and 
citizens in the East and West 
Banks. It should be said there can 
be no Palestine without Jordan 
and no Jordan without Palestine 
since the two peoples fioln one 
family and therefore should join 
hands to confront the Zionists and 
their expansionist policies. 

"It is dear that Israel will not 
give anything to Jordan but is 
pursuing a policy of evicting the 
indigenous population, a policy 
which would bring a disaster to 
Jordan which cannot cope with 
waves of migrant Palestinians. For 
this reason and as a matter of 
self-defence I believe the 
Jordanian government should 
extend all possible help and 
assistance to the people of the 
occupied Arab territories to 
thwart enemy plans. 

"Since the people of the 
occupied West Bank are 
Jordanian citizens the government 
ought to extend public services to 
them and should ease measures 
that have been onstructing the 
West Bankers from travelling 
-across the bridges. 

“We support the Jordanian 
government and we seek to 
protect this country’s security and 
its people and we support the 
unity of the two peoples under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 


■ ■ ^ 
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Hussein. 

* ' We call on the government to 
set up effective departments in the 
West Bank to ensure effective 
health, agricultural, educational 
and developmental services. We 
support the five-year plan for the 
occup ied territories which, if 
translated into neaiity.'wili revive 
hopes in the hearts of the Arab 
people under Israeli rule.” 



secure the common goal. 

"The Palestinian people must 
understand that they have become 
an experiment zone for 
conspiracies against their 
existence by some Arab regimes 
and imperialism. 

"Having gone through the 1987. 
budget, I find out that the 
government has sought practical' 
and realistic figures and avoided 
astronomic numbers. 

"I wish to extend my 
appreciation to the government 
for allocating funds in the 1987 
budget to develop the occupied 
territories.” 




Edward Khamfc (Bethlehem) 



"Although Jordan enjoys a 
great deal of security and stability. 
I would like to point out that there 
are various parties trying to 
undermine the stability and 
security of the Kingdom. 

"One of these parties is based in 
the occupied territories and its 
members are known to be agents 
for the Israeli occupation. This 
party is notorious as stooges and 
mercenaries for external forces. 

"The task of the second party, 
which is based outside the 
occupied territories, is trading the 
Palestinian cause and national 
cause for its own interests. What is 
more crucial on the country is the 
third party, based in the country, 
which never ceases to spread 
rumours geared to undermine the 
stability and security of the 
Kingdom. Members of this party 
can only be described as seeking to 
hold a portfolio in the cabinet 
even if the path to die post in 
question shall jeopardise public 
interests. 

"There is a point to be raised 
here and that is the crime and 
punishment principle, which is not 
being implemented correctly. It is- 
a wrong policy when hypocrats 
and instigators are commended by 
the government and those who 
show sincere nationalism to the 
country are put on the shelf. 

"This country stands out to be 
one where freedom and 
democracy are considered less 
than those attained in other states 
of the Middle East. However, we 
seek more of freedom of 
expression, thought, press and 
opinion within the limits that the 
constitution allows. 

'‘As for the local press, Z am 
sorry to say it is notefficient to the 
extent of reflecting the up-to-date 
developments. Nevertheless, if 
the people want to obtain 
information on certain 
developments they resort to 
foreign media in order to know of 
the real version of the course of 
events in question. 

"The Arab World is in a deep 
coma and the Palestinian refugees 
are under continuous assault in 
Lebanon. The Israeli flag is 
hoisted over vast Arab lands and 
the Persian (Iranian) flag has 
found a base in Lebanon. There 
ma y come a time when both 
b ann ers have been hoisted over 
some Arab capitals. 

"In order to curb further 
deterioration in the current Arab 
situation, I appeal to the 
Palestinian people to shun side 
differences in favour of total 
solidarity and to refuse to bow to 
domination by any external 
power. The Palestkiian people 
should act independently and join 
hands with Jordan in order to 


Fayyad Jarrar (Jenin) 


“The 1987 fiscal budget is to be 
commended specially as it is being 
planned at a time when the Arab 
region witnesses unfavourable 
economic developments. The 
various elements of the budget 
reflect confidence and sound 
planning; therefore I approve the 
budget as it was submitted to the 
House and support the 
government's efforts. 

"This budget proves chat the 
government is exerting efforts to 
boost the might of die Armed 
Forces and recruiting and training 
the People's Army and also civU 
defence and public security. 

"It is dear from the budget that 
the government is seeking to 
ensure food security in the country 
through developing agriculture 
and helping farmers and 
reclaiming land and is seeking to 
ensure further investments from 
Arab and foreign countries in 
Jordan. ' 

"The government is now 
implementing a five-year 
development plan in the East 
Bank and plans to implement a 
similar one in the occupied Arab 
territories. This policy is a 
translation of the true unity 
between tbe two banks and is 
bound to bolster the cohesion 
between the two peoples.” 



Hafez Abdul Nabi 
(Hebron) 


“I appreciate the work of the 
House' Financial Committee and 
its recommendations with regard 
to the budget. We can see that the 
budget is abound with projects 
that are aimed at bolstering the 
social and economic sectors in the 
country. 

"The people of the occupied 
Arab territories are steadfast in 
the face of Israel* s measures 
and they are awaiting the 
implementation of the 


implementation oi ine 
Jordanian -sponsored five-year 
plan which is bound to bolster 
their steadfastness and alleviate 
their sufferings. 

“The people of tbe occupied 
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Arab territories are thankful to 
tbe government for its help in 
marketing their crops in Jordan 
and in the other Arab states and 
call on the government to help 
them deal with the unemployment 
problem which mainly affects 
university graduates. 

“The people of the occupied 
Arab territories request the 
government to grant them annual 
permits to come to the East Bank 
for work. 

“The people of the West Bank 
request the government to allow 
them to cross the border into 
Egyptian territory through Rafah 
and A1 Arista' — a measure that is 
being allowed to the people of the 
Gaza Strip — now that Jordan's 
political and economic relations 
with Egypt have been resumed as 
normal This will help boost the 
steadfastness of the Arab people 
and will save them unnecessary 
expenses of travelling to Egypt 
through other means. 

" West Bank employees 
appointed to their posts after the 
1967 war hope that the Jordanian 
government pay them salaries that 
can improve their living 
conditions. 

“Employees appointed in the 
West Bank before the 1967 war 
and whose salaries were frozen 
between 1971 and 1974 hope that 
the government release their 
frozen salaries. 

"A quids look at the budget 
figures reveals that the interest 
which the government intends to 
pay on internal loans amounts to 
JD 23 million and interest on 
external loans amounts to JO 
44.235 million, a total of JD 
67235 million. I believe that this 
country can get Joans without 
paying interest tike those loans 
obtained from the Islamic 
Development Bank." 


“I demand that the government 
reduce the prices of ofl products as 
their prices have now dropped 
worldwide and call on government 
to help remove the danger 
threatening the villages and towns 
around the Khirbet AJ Samra 
wastewater treatment plant 
because their inhabitants are 
complaining from bad smell and 
insects that carry diseases.” 



marketing, because there is a big 
difference between what the 
farmer gets for his produce and 
the market price. Here I ask: 
'‘Who benefits from this? Is it the 
ridi farmers, or die middleman, or 
the poor citizen, or any other party 
unknown to us?” Here is one 
example for you: In the past few 
weeks a kilogramme of tomatoes 
sold for 450 fils in the market, 
while tiie fanner was selling a 
whole box of tomatoes (8-10 
kilos) for 500-700 fils. That’s why 
I would Bee to go bade to a 
proposal I made last year, and 
that’s the government should 
open the door for the farmer to 
market his produce to the market 


directly. As for government 
support for the agricultural sector. 


Faisal A1 Jazi (Bedoums of the 
south) 


"In my viewpoint the 1987 
budget is well planned and 
designed to cope with the 
Kingdom's needs and 
expenditures. 

"Nevertheless, I call on the 
government to extend farther 
efforts towards developing the 
southern regions of the Kingdom 
by digging artesian wells for 
irrigation, providing electridty to 
villages and expanding and 
asphalting new roads in the south. 
Moreover, 1 request the 
government to reduce tbe prices 
of petroleum products, enhance 
health services and improve 
television transmission to tire 
south." 


I would like to ask whether this 
support has been distribu ted fairly 
and evenly. 

"In the industrial field, I 
understand that in advanced 
countries protectionist measures 
benefit the producer and the 
consumer equally. But here the 
case seems to be different. 
Products of those local industries 
that have been protected have 


"I regret Tha t the government is 
not giving its full attention to the 
youth sector. .Those who study the 
government's programme 
carefully would notice the absence 
of an integrated plan for the youth 
of our country who are the 
backbone of society. 

"In the field of Arab economic 
cooperation, and in treatment of 
Arab nationals in tbe various 
Arab countries, we wonder why 
Jordanians do not get a fair 
treatment like other Arab 
nationals are fairly treated in 
Jordan. 

"To build a strong Jordan, all 
efforts should be’ made to achieve 
Arab solidarity. This should be 
done by stopping the war against 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon and by stopping, the 
Iran -Iraq war. I call upon the 
government to work towards 
strengthening inter-Arab 
relations as the only way to 
confront the Israeli enemy.” 


"The Jordan ,:Valky ^Afohcpty 
(JVA): I have rroticed tfta¥‘as^ 
of JD 223 mflfios, 
allocated for JVA resear^^nd 
studies. I find:. this^to'^^gBta 
enormous sum l and L ^ask^^^iot 
entrust 

to cany on such 
has been' inu chV .t alk J 

authority’s - distrihutiocL. ^^ Mia 
lots. I.ask the 
provfle tills 
land, allocations' 

Valley. • 

"Tbe ; TCC:-Thfr:;TOG^as 



allocated JD 2Q 
sa m e time when lire goitera mentis 
talking of privatisingfthe vf 
corporation. I also ^oestioti the ; * v / : 
philosophy belnnd^?nvatisbag^er 
TCC which generates r~ 

income of JD : 35 niflfiob.to.'Ae ;/v . 
treasury. What could be the^le" 
concern of a telephone company - 
except to make profit? 

"I think the tread beh^Tthe . U ' 


privatisation of public conpems- 
fojlows directives from; -U'5: 


shot up in price, despite the fact 
that the price of ofl and labour 




Jalal Ai Qallab (Bani Hassan) 


Fawzi Shaker 
Taime'h (Fuhais) 


"I support the wise policies of 
His Majesty the King and that of 
his government and p/aise efforts 


" I believe the permanent deficit in 


that the price of ofl and labour 
wages have gone down. 

“I therefore urge a 
reconsideration of the 
protectionist measures that have 
been taken by die government and 
request that the door be opened 
for establishing new local 
industries that have been studied. 

"I fully support the national 
exploration programme for ofl. 
We should develop this 
programme, giving priority to 
employing national expertise and 
manpower. I also call for lowering 
the price of fuel and electricity for 
citizens. 

"The Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) has been 
doing very well, and I wonder why 
it is being considered for 
privatisation at a time when it has 
been making good profit Could 
we not save the $6 million that we 
spent on the cost of study for its 
privatisation? As to expanding the 
railroad network that wfll carry 
our phosphates exports, 1 hope 
that it could be done at a tower 
cost, or in barter for phosphates. 

“As to modernising our airlines, 
X think the step comes at a time 
when we need all our efforts 
towards revitalising the economy 
and not to burden it with more 
foreign loans. 

“In the field of education, I 
demand that we open more 



ATD. . U..S. Aip’ repofts^otr ^ •: 
■Jordan advice that aki tti jpjdan _ ‘ d 
should be directed ' ip "pr^ . 
enterprises rather to tire public . : ~ \ r r 
sector. Theque sttoa is : StouJkl, we _ !»- 

change- economic ’ -structures' ■ ? 
based oa those reports? Dra^we C - 
have enough experts to spare us .. ^ . .- 
foreign so lutio ns to our.prabtouiS. $ \ . 

"Based ofl -the 1 above I Wi op ~ 

the goverameatiV- \ - ‘i .' 
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to - save public "fands. -Two 
examplesshowthattfae oontiernued 


Abdullah AJ Akayleh 
(TafOeh) 


"A close look at the draft budget . 
reveals a number of issues that 
must be addressed. 

"State debts: State debts,’ 


authorities are not bn thE^ljne , 
.Fust .the purchased 4QQ Audi . 
cars for JD’ i 78 duUton an^QQ u 
busesrforJD 400,000 for the same 
company. I , ask j-. doeSr.'sour 
economic ^xituation > .altow , .. tfeis&'- 
Second. die purchase of .Jdr.. 
HasSari Al Kayed’s iwuseTor&JD' 
125.00b .for. 'tire Department of , 
Antiquities. .’ - , . 
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“State debts: State -debts, ' v V 

espe dally foreign debts, is in a ‘To start dealing wt&the . k -- 

state of an upward surge. Most of ^ er ^foy nK hL . ■ - [ 

the loans are of high interestrates; (3.) ; r.”To^gwe pnortiy to^h^th T— - 
and compared to our financial - ., ptojecte. And ■thfir«OE& T I ^ L \ 

capability to fulfil our obligations,-' - hnrtisjor Tafifeh. , 

those loans are' becoming (4 ^ . ~ 1 - ' ' 

intolerable, esnecsallv . in these , GoveiuOiate- ' with . the Jqrasi 


t he budget is d.u e . t ol, universities and-' work . towards^ foanst^-' 


and compared to our financial 
capability to fulfil our obligatimis,-' 
those loans are 1 becoming 
intolerable, especially - in these 
times when the country is passing 
through hard times. The debts of. 
JD 1 billion and debt service,- that 
in 1987 amounts to JD 1682 
mflfion, are both intolerable and 
call for an immediate revision of 
our borrowing policies at this 
staggering high interest rate. This 
House, in 1985, agreed to form 
with the government a delegation - 
to visit Arab and Islamic countries 
to seek interest-free Islamic-type 


Valley by road, a project 


I <fid nbt: find mention^ 

draft budget. . ' ’’ vi ^ 
“Fmally I. wanrt-.io;^ 
government to adhe re.,^ 
Prophet Mohammad’s says 
who sleeps secure, si hssy 
healthy m- Eris. body ia 
possession of his day^s fopd 
who owns the 
the ^vemment stops 


being made for strengthening the 
Armed Forcesand public security. 


"I wish to express deep 
gratitude to the countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). especially Saudi Arabia, 
for their continued financial 
assistance to Jordan and also for 
the ir support for Iraq which is now 
defending the eastern borders of 
the Arab Nation. 

“1 support the government’s 
efforts in implementing projects 
and the allocations made for them 
in the 1987 budget but I wish to 
make the following remarks: 
"First 1 call on the government 
to do more towards stemming the 
migration of people horn rural to 
urban regions and it can do this by 
providing the essential services 
and work for the unemployed. 

* 'It is true that water, electricity 
and communications are available 
but we need income-generating 


over-expenditure on .the internal! expanding the ..existing, ones ..so^'-^StebHhy-- of -the" dmar:' “ 

front and to external Kinks .^nd^that aU' studen ts Save - fee chance holding of; the dinar while olher\';Sfi&^B£B 

factors affecting our economy/ to study here and not abroad? ITiis currencies are declining’ is 




There is no way out of this 
dilemma except through planning 
for a healthy economy which 
depends on our internal 
capabilities and resources and 
which is free from external factors, 
especially foreign loans. By doing 
this, we can help the state to avoid 
any foreign pressures and 
influences that contradict our 
national and pan-Arab aims. This 
also requires us to strengthen our 
Armed Forces by supplying them 
with modern weapons from 
friendly countries with infringing 
upon our sovereignty. 

" We should expend special 
efforts to get out from the 
economic recession that has hit us 
hard, particularly in the last three 
years. Many Third World 
countries have been hit by 
economic recessions, especially in 


projects to help keep the people in- our Arab region . This appears to 


their land. 

“Second, schools have been 
made available in every village 
and town in the rural and urban 
regions but we need to have more 
qualified people to offer 
education in 'model schools' in 
our rural regions. 

"Third, we demand that 
integrated health centres be 
established and sports and youth 
centres set up to help keep our 
younger generation dose to their 
community. 

"Fourth, we demand that the 
government reduce the cost of 
agricultural production by 
reducing the prices of seeds and 
fertilisers and also fuel and we ask 
that roads be built to facilitate the 
mar keting of OUT produce. 


be part of an 
American- Zion ist-Imperialist 
plot wh ich aims at vanquishing the 
Arab will and steadfastness in 
favour of imposing surrenderist 
political deals on us. 

“I urge that we work towards 
avoiding dependence on foreign 
loans which inmease our foreign 
debts and which constitute a heavy 
bunden on this country’s future. 
We can do ihis by establishing 
productive projects (industrial 
and agricultural) that depend on 
national expertise and manpower, 
and by undertaking educational 
programme that aim at quenching 
thirst for mdividual and selfish 
consumption. 

"Our farmers are suffering. 1 
think this is due to snags in 


would save the Treasury a lot of 

money. Also, I call on the 
government to do justice unto all 
students who wish to join a 
university. This should be done 
through either cancelling 
exemptions for some students or 
reducing tbe number of those 
exemptions. 

"On the development plan for 
the West Bank , I would like to ask 
a number of questions: 

— “What are its effects on the 
Jordanian economy? 

— "How would the plan affect 
development projects in the West 
Bank? Will the Zionist enemy 
agree to such projects if they are 
going to help the Palestinians 
steadfast and stay on their land? 

— “Why was this plan — whose 
aim is nationalistic and legitimate 

— not executed in cooperation 
with leadership of the PLO, the 
sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people? 

“In the field of information, we 
have noticed that information 
media have not been playing their 
role in educating citizens. I 
demand that the media be given a 
major role within a clear 
information policy to educate the 
citizen socially, culturally and 
economically. The field of 
information should be a forum for 
objective and responsible 
dialogue, without imposing 
restrictions on freedoms of speech 
and publication. This is the least 
we could do in the absence of 
political parties and organisations 
which believe in the constitution 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty. 


currencies are declining is. a^ 
satisfying fact, and it reflects in 
Jordanian expatriates’ faith and 
confidence in the national 
currency. 

"The draft budget for 1987 has 
stated that had it not been for past 
commitments that accumulated 
since the beginning of the 70s, the ) 
1986 budget would have seen a^ 
surplus. I ask the government 
what are these co mmi tments and 
how much, would have been the 
surplus? And meanwhile, 1 
learned that about JD 95 million 
had been saved from fuel costs due . 
to the collapse of oil prices. The .. 
draft budget does not show this 
nor ctoes it show where the 
government intends to spend it. 
And does the government intend 
to keep ofl prices as they are? It is 
not unreasonable that Jordanians 
should continue to pay for petrol 
double the international price 
.considering the hardships they are 
passing through - 

"Unemployment: We all know 
that unemployment is on the 
increase. The CivU Service 
Commission and the ministries 
and government departments are 
being flooded by jobseekers. A 
greater part of my job as a deputy, - 
and I am sure of yours too , is be ing 
devoted to citizens seeking work. 
What did the government plan for 
remedying this pressing problem? 
We know that a government 
commission was formed for this 
purpose, but we did not hear - - 
anything on any progress in this ^ 
direction. I call on the government 
to initiate projects that would i 
absorb the highest number of job ^ 
seekers. 
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"We are confident in-_£he . ; 3 ^ 
govern meat's ability to implement . >’ 

all what has been promised isjbfi .. **3-^. 
1987 draft budget in general ^ 
raise the citizen’s quality - of; life ^. : ! 

and- the improvement of.^lhe V!; - 

agricultural sector in. particular, ' 

However, the aliocation of JO 45 ' , 

mUfioD in the -draft . budget ; for 
agricultural purposes-is a. modest 
amount whidi does pot suit. the ■ 

government’s ambitious moves to ; 
breath life into this sector 
“1 suggest that the government - 
transfers -part of its total, 
allocations m the 1987 budget for £ £ ‘ * 
the agricultural sector to support %*' ■ • 
the farmer and this sector.. - - 

"I also suggest to 'ffe 
govern meat thatlt rescheduksbhe x. 
loans it has dnended&r fanners to - 
ten -year periods . toste2Ki of the ’ 
present five-year terms, apd grant - . 
the farmers a grace . period rrf . . 
two-years outof the total ! 0 year£_ ■■ 
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seekers. . "We, also support all plans to 

“Support for tbe Armed Forces: consolidate ' the’ pari -Arab 
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We believe that all our agricultural and ' economic 
developmental progress and our . projects provided, that -Jhf 
existence depend highly ion our Jocdaniarr farmer is protected.* 
Armed Forces and in equipping “I also urge the gpveromeitffo 
them with the latest types of .^.fann an investigative boummj&ee 7 
equipment to enhance their to be entrusted with visiting the ' 
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The famous American motor oil, which has the 
following five important characteristics. 


Ult 

MOTOR OIL 

; S.AJE. 30 

^ iTOS. QUWI MSl'T* 


* Saves gasoline consumption and helps to get 
extra mileage. 

* Quick engine start prolongs the life of the 
engine. 

* Reduces impurity ratio to the minimum. 

* Saves the engine parts from rust. 

* Its special elements save the main parts of the 
car from damage resulting from high pressure. 


fighting capability for. deterring 
the Zionist enemy. We therefore 
see no increase in the famed 
Forces allocations although th-is 
House has taken a decision to rtifa 
effect. 

"Education: There is of course 
another ‘army’ in this - country; I 
mean the anny of teachers. I call 
on the government to better their 


their, problen^s, and spggESCng:. f r 

solutions. . ■ ■ ? V ^ 

- “I riipfwrt suggestions 
my colleagues ^jover 
prices .of fuel in -ifas et aiL-BDn: ta ' . SJ) x 
diesel m putioulair^to;. 
farmer's coa of 
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living condition, for they a te the.':- r 

carrier of the noblest ■message: ''-Uni»ers^v!ilOh— ^ 

that of educating our youth, our : ’ educatiocaf i^tiUit^i^^W^ 

future generations.; ' ^entocoqjah^ ^ 

“Health: The government, has -; ’7 .‘T .wpfild- 
anno u nced the allocation of JD 12 gov^niment oyer the ' impor&flC® £ 

ndlfioa for hospitals. Out of fhiai; of. 
ammmt only half a miUwVis- 
allocated for Tafiefa hospital, a - frauds.. 

sum that is barely enough/ for told ibring k> ' 1on9US^&^ ’ 
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Deputies urge stepped-up efforts to achieve national economic goals 




Nazih Ammarm (Karak) 

■ 

*The 1987 draft budget is an 
actual translation for the speech 
from the throne and comes in 
response to the needs of the 

Jordanian citizen for their stability 

and security. 

“Our Jordanian Armed Forces 
is the symbol of national unity and 
is the defenders of Jordan's 
.security and the carriers of die 
principles of the Great Arab ' 
Revolt. 

‘‘For die first time in the 
country's financial history, the 
budget has exceeded the JD . 1 
bflfion mark, , and this is a 
reflection of die keenness to 
pursue the inarch of development 
and to develop the national 
economy despite the limited 
financial resources the country 
enjoys. 

“The industrial sector has been 
guarded with a wide range of 
measures that aim at encourag ing 

and boosting the local industries. 

“I call on the Audit Bureau to 
reach international standards in 
terms of quality and quantity to 
suit the increasing amounts 
allocated in the 1987 budget. 

“I do hope that the government 
will 'grant the health sector 
priority, specially in the area 
related to adopting a national and 
comprehensive health insurance 
scheme. 1 also hope that the 
government will offer the support 
needed for the Karak 
Gove mo rate hospital." 

1 


products in Arab and 
neighbouring markets, 
establishing holding companies 
and treating Arab investors on 
equal footing with Jordanian 
capitalhokjers. 

“These actions have allowed 
the Jordanian dinar to main tain its 
value at a time when the face 
values of the majority of foi 
currencies have declined, 
support on the committee’s 
recommendations regarding the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, the 
financial and economic policies as 
well as the sectors of services and 
agriculture. 

~ ‘“I thank the government for. 
allocating a total of JD 8 mfflkm 
for die Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs to allow for 
investment in the Awqaf lands and 
to cover the expenses of Islamic 

cultural centres, schools and 
mosques and to provide qualified 
preachers* 'in ' the Kingdom’s 
mosques which are spread in the 
East and West Banks. 

“I call on the government to 
absorb unemployed university 
graduates in its institutions in the 
West Bank, to cash all frozen 
salaries of public servants working 
in the West Bank since 1967. 
These have readied a total of 33 
months in dues and to treat retired 
servicemen in the West Bank on 
equal terms with ex-servicemen of 
the East Bank. 

“I also urge the government to 
market the surplus of agricultural 
produce in the East and West 
■Banks through' the agricultural 
marketing company and to offer 
financial support for farmers who 
are adhering to die agricultural 
ling pattern. 

hope that the government 
will earmark the needed finances 
for the Islamic scientific and 
educational college in Oalqihah. 

* *T also call on the Cabinet to 
support the existing health 
institutions in the West Banir and 
to increase the allocations for the 
national aid fund." 



cro^pi 


checked out on (heir legality, 
subject to A1 ZakatTaw, and then 
invested in national development 
projects. 

“‘The government should also 
refrain from the policy of securing 
loans at high interest rates since 
the accumulated interestrates are 
to have exceeded JD 63 
m, an extra payment which 
represents a further burden on the 
government. 

— “The government is also 
requested to take steps aimed at 
lifting financial pressure from the 
unemployed and ' low-income 
workers. This could be achieved 
'through a planned programme 
including a study to improve the 
situation of public servants . in 
general and the teachers in 
particolar, reducing the prices of 
reel in accordance with the 

■international drop in oil prices and 
confining the role of the Ministry 
of Supply to only trading with 
government-subsidised 
commodities, leaving transactions 
of other goods to the private 
sectDT. 

““The government should forbid 
depositing funds abroad and 
curtail the importation of luxuries. 

“Irbid governorate has 
outstanding problems which need 
to be solved. The problems 
indude treating saJxnatkm in the 
govemorate’s underground water 
and setting up a college for Sharia 
at Yannouk University. 

““Expediting the 
implementation of a four-lane 
Amman-Irbkl road and setting up 
new capital projects in the 
northern parts with a view to 
absorb part of the unemployed are 
also demands put to the 
government.’' 


standards for all the people, we 
find the government’s intention to 
privatise public sector concerns 
unacceptable. We see this as an 
attempt to pass on gains made by 
tiie public at large to the rich 
minority. Besides such a policy 
(privatisation) only serves 
international monopolistic 
institutions. 
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Ziad Yoon is (Tulkarem) 

“I call on the Arab and friendly 
countries to take part in 
implementing the comprehensive 
socio-economic development plan 
for the occupied territories in' 
order to help us regain our 
legitimate rights in our occupied' 
laud. 

- “The - significant financial^ 
allocation for development! 
.projects in the Israeli-occupied 
'West B ank and flam Strip and as 
outlined by the 1987 draft budget 
is a national need which aims at 
strengthening the steadfastness of 
people living in the occupied 
territories. 

“I also support the Financial 
Committee’s appreciation for the 
government’s efforts to tackle the 
present economic issues, including 
encouragement of local and 
regional capital investment in the 
production sector. I also praise the 
government for the steps it has 
taken to encourage investments 
such as allowing the private sector 
to take part in designing the 
overall economic policy, giving 
priorities for the local contracting- 
companies over foreign 
companies, marketing Jordanian 


‘Ahmad A1 Khofahi (Irbid) 

“FirstI want to pay tribute to die 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
occupation on their heroic stand 
against Israel’s arbitrary and 
oppressive measures and I want to 
remind them that the eventual 
victory will be theirs no matter- 
how long it migh t take. 

“On the 1987 budget, T have 
several remarks to raise; 

— “The article concerning local 
revenues — which are in the form 
of heavy taxation to the municipal 
councils and charges for water, 
electricity and others — 
amounting to JD 586 million 
should be reduced in every 
possible way. 

“In return, the government 
should draft A1 Zakat law (alms to 
the poor) under which only rich 
people are bound to shoulder die 
financial burd ens instead of the* 
poor. Under the Zakat law, 1 
certain requirements are levied on 
the rich people and drf foi »»» i tiatft, 1 
between the rich and poor, for its* 
provisions do not apply on basic 
commodities needed for the life of 
the general people. 

‘“Moreover, firm l eg islation 
should be issued in order to force 
the Jordanian tycoons to withdraw 
their deposits from foreign b anks . 
Those funds should first be 


Riad Nawaiseh (Karak) 

“As you know, the draft budget 
law represents foe financial and 
economic aspects of the general 
policy of the government. And as 
such, it gives us the opportunity to 
look at[arid-gtye-our. opinion on' 
this policy as a political, economic 
and social programme for the next 
year. 

“Unemployment was described 
in the budget speech as 1 stnicturaF 
and a figure of eightpercentof the 
total workforce was mentioned. 
Although we believe the figure to 
be much higher, we think it is 
important to emphasise that the 
unemployment that we have is 
“political* rather than ‘structural.’ 
Otherwise how can we have 
50,000 people unemployed when 
we are employing 250,000 from 
outside? How can it be explained 
that the majority of imported 
labour are from. only one country, 
other than to say that this is a 
meansofsuppoitfor the regime of 
that country? Then, which are foe 
social strata that benefit from 
imported labour, with its low 
wages attbe expense of our labour 
force? Over and above this, can 
the government remember who 
filled those job vacancies before 
the imported labour force came? ' 
Was it not our own labour force? 

“At a time when we stress that 
all Arab land and its resources are 
for ail Arabs, we find ourselves 
obliged to be clear about things so 
that we can famish the right 
treatment and offer the right 
solutions to our problems. 

** Although we are far raising the 


“The budget speech referred to 
foe allocation of JD 10 million, for 
this year and in next years, for the 
so-called “West Bank 
development plan,’ which aims, 
as tiie government contends, to 
support the steadfastness of our 
people in Palestine, which is 
occupied by foe Zionist entity, foe 
strategic ally of the US- and other, 
capitalist Western governments. 
How can this plan support foe 
steadfastness of Palestinians when 
the Jewish state will not allow 
anything to happen at its expense 
and against its ideology? 

On the major sectors of the 
economy, the budget speech 
referred to great economic 
achievements mat are worthy of 
praise , when in fact the 
government was biased towards 
the rich and the big industrialists 
and farmers at the expense of foe 
poor and foe public at large. 

“Dividing Yannouk University 
into two and foe cosmetic changes 
at Mu’ta University have not done 
much to improve the lot of 
students going or aspiring to go to 
institutions of higher education in 
the country: fees are still high, 
h(gh grades are still required, and 
foe opportunities are too few. The 
whole system of admission into 
universities needs to be. 
overhauled. 

“In foe health sector, the 
budget speech referred to building 
several new hospitals. But this 
remained only talk as in earlier 
speeches. So was foe case of the 
new law of the medical council and 
the medical insurance 
programme. What is needed 
instead of the medical insurance 
programme is a comprehensive 
health insurance programme for 
all citizens. 

“The budget speech referred to 
the bless iog of security and 
stability that we enjoy. 1 do not 
understand how this can be tiie 
case when we still have the 
defence and martial laws, and 
when foe constitution has been 
suspended for two decades now. 
What security and stability are we 
talking about when foe land is 
eitheroccupied or threatened, and 
when the citizen is not enjoying his 
full rights to freedom and 
thought? Talk about security and 
stability would have been possible 
if the speech had tackled foe issues 
of lifting foe martial law and giving - 
.citizens their full rights to 
expression and political 
organisation. 

“For the budget to have 
credibility, it has to be taken 
seriously and followed to the 
iletter. We do not oppose li ghting 
up streets, or shouldering the cost 
of failure at Abu Nseir (housing 
estate) or exempting part of hotel 
profits from taxes, but all these 
'steps have to be taken in 
conformity - with the budget 
allocations as approved by 
Parliament, otherwise the 
legislative branch would lose its 
oonttol over public money. 

““ Here, we propose that foere be 
no more annexes to foe budget 
after tiie fiscal year ends, and that 
foere be no more loans to finance 
projects not included in foe 
budget. 

“It is non-confinnity with foe 
budget that makes actual figures 
not correspond with budget 
figures. For example tiie total 
loans and deficit in foe 1986 
budget were JD 90 million and JD 
37 mfifibn respectively ; this makes 
the total estimated deficit JD 135 
million, which would have to be 
covered by commercial and 


developmeatloans;sowhatwoukf 
in effect happen? 

‘The loans in foe first section of 
the budget totalled JD 157 million 
and the loans in the second section 
. amounted to JD 90 million. 
Therefore foe government would 
have borrowed JD 247 mfllkm or 
three times as much of what die 
budget states. In addition, the JD 
65 million deficit would bring the 
overall deficit in foe current 1986 
deficit to about JD 312 million. 

“In other words, 31 per cent of 
foe government’s finances are 
loans. Is this acceptable to a 
responsible government which 

knows foe consequences of getting 
entangled in loans either local or 
foreign? How and when will the 
treasury repay the loans? 

“Subsidiary oil products was 
-allocated JD 5 nulfion in the 

budget, but tiie amount was taken 
as revenue totalling JD 90 million 
as savings and government 
revenue amounted to JD 95 
million which should cover the 
deficit and avoid more borrowing. 

“What the government did was 
to expand spending unreasonably 
and to widen foe total deficit to JD 
312 million. What would have 
happened without energy savings? 
Could the total deficit have gone 
as high as JD 400 million? What 
financial policy allows expanding 
spending to a degree of posting 
such a high deficit and can this 
situation continue for Jang? 

“What is foe point in saying that 
the deficit for 1987 “ 3D 39 
million and how can we believe 
this figure in foe light of what 
happened for foe 1986 budget? 
What are foe new policies and the 
changes from last year (1986)? 
Under this circumstances we can’t 
expect but more borrowing, 
higher deficit, accumulative 
deficits and increased debt 
servicing above the so-called 
normal level if we haven’t 
exceeded that already. 

“The first section of the budget 
projects higher revenue in 1987 
by 21 per cent compared to foe 
1986 


government departments. 

“Though worthless, foe special 
booklet for independent 
institutions did not include foe 
budget for the Royal Jordanian 
airline, despite the fact that its 
operations alone equals foe total' 
budgets of all other institutions 
together. 

■*We do not know why the 
airline's budget was not included. 
Is foe reason fortius is to cover up 
losses or is it that the corporation 
is truly managerially independent 
from foe government? 


release of JD 4 millioQ to hope that foe government would 
much-needed projects in the oonskier an increase in the salaries 
occupied territories and for alT paid to all public employees since 
decisions taken by the such an increase would probably 


government for foe benefit of 
engineers and lawyers. 

“The Armed Forces, being the 
shield of foe nation and the 
protector of the country’s 
achievements, was given the 
anticipated support in order to 
maintain the high standard it 
enjoys and to remain the pride of 
each citizen. 

_ “The government should 

“Alonjf the same lines, foe- provide the Armed Forces with all 


reactivate foe current economic 
situation and will inject more 
working incentives. 


government is still ignoring foe 
resolutions of foe Lower House 
which state that ncm-recuiring 
spending for foe Armed Forces 
should be included in the treasury 
and not in a "special fund* to avoid 
foe same question again— what is 
1 the wodora behind this? 

“Based on all the 
aforementioned, I see the budget 
in its present form as lacking the 
minimal principles of planning 
and foe financial policies in 

loi 


means to maintain its high 
standard and to raise its number 
and its equipment. Equally 
important, the government should 
give much attention to the 
People’s Army and foe Public 
Security and Civil Defence 
departments to enable them to 
achieve our goal of countering all 
enemies of foe Arab Nation. 

“It is high time chat something 
positive is to be taken in this 



Ati Abnl Izz (Aqaba) 


general and therefore I oppose the 
draft budget and request that it be ‘ international borrowing has 


*ln his speech, the deputy 
expressed his loyalty to and 
esteem for the leadership of His 
regard, not only because it is foe -Majesty King Hussein and praised 
right path but because foe continued efforts that His 


turned back to foe government. 



Mohammad A1 ThweEb 
(Bethlehem) 

and Ismail Hfiazi (H ebron) 

“We realise, while debating the 
governments budget, that foe 
mere figures are not indicative of 
real progress unless foe numbers 
are linked to practical 
implementation to show how 
Jordan is advancing towards 
achieving its goals and ambitions, 
tedthat 


re. Moreover spending “We noted that foe budget was 
under foe first section is projected _ based on foe wise foundations laid 
' to be less by four per cent. Who down by His Majesty King 
believes these statements? 

“Income tax was down by 25 
per cent or more, customs revenue 
fell by nine per cent and win be 
declining further if impo r ts fall; 
some local revenues declined, ofl 
price is expected to rise thus 
cutting foe income from oil 
products, Arab aid is decreasing 


Hussein and adopted by the* 
government to reflect His 
Majesty’s keenness to strengthen 
the past achievements and to 

■preserve foe security and to brmg 
higher prosperity to foe Jordanian 
-people. 

“The citizen is the essence of 
production and foe real capital in 
and foe recession is spreading ^Jordan and it is imperative that the 
throughout economic sectors... so citizen be a fell active 

bow can revenues be so highly ^partner in what the country is . . . . . , . . 

projected? ' ' ‘^uhdertakfei in administrative be m 

“Will foere be new taxes? will * development and economic 


become extremely diffic ult. 

“Foreign debt (instalments and 
interest) for 1987 exceeds JD 110 
million or about 10.8 per cent of 
total general expenditure. We 
welcome the government's 
keenness to control down the 
foreign debt as expressed in the 
1987 budget and we hope that the 
projections wflj be translated to 
real figures. 

“In this regard, borrowing 
should be restricted to projects 
which are economically feasible 
and which rely on local raw 
materials and Jordanian labour to 
lessen the unemployment 
problepEi. 

“Expatriates’ transfers of hard 
currencies should be utilised 
efficiently as it is expected that 
large sums will be coming in 
during foe next three years as a 
result of many expatriates- 
re turning back to reside in then- 
homeland. 

“'The government should 
regard the hard currencies of the 
expatriates as a valuable asset for 
years to come when it is expected 
that expatriates’ transfers would 
diminisn. 

“The financial sector should be 

A - 

enhanced and given added 
confidence. The Central Bank of 
Jordan should also be given more 
authority to draw up new 
legislations to supervise and 
apprehend unlawful acts by banks 
or moneychangers. . 

“The willingness to .support 


Majesty exerts on ail levels to 
achieve progress and maintain 
security in this country. 

Mr. Izz said he bad no doubts 
that the government realised very 
well the problems that face Jordan 
and that the government was very 
serious in tackling foe regional 
economic recession by trying to 
minimise its effects. 

The deputy, hoped that the 
budget would be implemented in 
every detail and that foe deficit 
would be covered from savings on 
unnecessary expenditures and 
from increased local and foreign 
revenues. 

Urging the strict 
implementation of the budget, the 
Aqaba deputy called for lifting his 
constituency to the level of a 
governorate and to find a quick 
and fair solution to Aqaba 
fishermen. 



there be inflation? Is there a 
fascinating econo mk growth? The 
answer to all these questions is no. 
So how come foe revenues were 
so grossly exaggerated to allow 
for more huge speeding which., we 
know beforehand, will be 
surpassed by the government. 

“I challenge foe government, 
represented Ity the prime minister, 
to raise revenues by 21 per cent 
and lower spending by tour per 
cent I am sure that the opposite 
will occur. 

“If it had not been for foe 
savings from oil prices, the 1986 
budget figures would have been a 
true mediocracy and foe citizens 
would have bad to pay the cost of 
inefficiencies, financial waste and 
foe incapability of collecting 
treasury dues. 

“What will happen in 1987 to 
raise revenues and reduce 
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spending and why the bud, 
speech does not say what could 
believed? 

“The capital expenditure in the 
second section of foe budget 
include, for foe first time, an 
amount of JD 25 miUion to be 
spent on construction of various 
buildings but foe amount is only to 
be disbursed by a decision of tire 
Council of Ministers. 

“We do not object to. sudj 
'construction projects, defined 
only as schools, health centres and 
hospitals, but we want specific 
projects with a cost for each 
because tbatis foe way it should be 
unless foe government is saving 
the disclosure of details of these 
projects as surprises for some 
happy occasions. 

“We are here to debate budget 
projects according to priorities, so 
bow can we do that if foe projects 
are not known to us but rather left 
to a future decision belonging to 
another body beyond our reach in 
Parliament? 

“The Lower House have 
previously recommended that all 
budgets of public companies 
should ail be incorporated in foe 


reactivation. Jordan cannot 
‘achieve much if citizens are not 
actively involved and not 
vigorously participating in the 
process for progress. 

“In this regard, the following 
important points in foe budget- 
should be highlighted. 
Unemployment: 

“It was announced in the 
budget speech that, 
unemployment has become more 
evident and it was estimated at 
eight per cent of foe workforce. 

“Unemployment is not only 
among university and community 
college graduates and among 
engineers and medical doctors but 
it is getting more widespread 
among many other sectors and 
professions. As a result it is High 
time to take active measures to 
limit entry permits to foreign 
labourers especially that there are 
about 210,000 non-Jordanians 
working in the country 
representing more than 32 per 
cent of foe workforce. 

“We are witnessing some 
crimes that were unheard of 
before. Statistics by foe Public 
Security Department point to 1S1 
crimes committed by 
non-Jordanians during foe month 
of October 1986. The number 
represents an increase of 42 
'crimes over the figure from 
October 1985 and it is shocking 
that 55 percentof the crimes were 
committed in Amman. 

“We appreciate the capabilities 
and alertness of the police force to 
subdue foreign criminal acts but is 
equally important that foe private 
sector should also help by not 
relying on government measures 
to combat foreign employment 
but rather should give priority to 
Jordanian labour-. 

“We arc confidently following 
up on foe governments initiative 
to develop the occupied territories 
in accordance with the request of 
Parliament 

* 1 We call on all Arabs to support 
the development plan which 


some benefits for foe. citizens 
especially in low prices, good 
quality and higher employment so 
that any protection given to the 
industrial sector does not benefit a 
small group. 

“ Higher degree of supervision 
should also be exerted on 
semi-government institutions 
which are more or less 
independent and which account 
for about 50 per cent of 
government expenditures. 

“We hope that the supervision 
would be intensified on spending 
and that efforts are multiplied in 
collecting revenues which, 
according to the budget, will grow 
by 21 per cent for the general 
revenues and by 13 per cent to 
local revenues.” 



Wahid Jaabari (Hebron) 

.... , S 

“The unstable political situation 
in foe region has affected foe 
area's economies respectively, but 
despite that, the 1987 budger 
includes a number of vital projects 
. which cover a wide spectrum of 
the country's needs and help, in 
solving the issue of 
unemployment. 

“I hope that government wQl' 
lower its expenditures to cover 
areas of vita! importance such as 
production and service sectors. 

“The present situation in the 
Israeli-occupied territories is 
being aggravated day by day with 
the continuation of the Israeli 
authorities’ drive for setting up 
settlements and Judaising the 
area. Therefore, Jordan should 
increase its allocation for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
socio-economic development plan 
to JD 30 million from the present 
JD 10 million. 

“Other Arab countries should 
also take pan in implementing the 
noble develop raent scheme for foe 
occupied territories in order to 
‘help the people living there to 
maintain their Arab identity and' 
to consolidate their steadfastness 
in the face of the Israeli enemy.” 


Zouhair Douqan AI Hussein 
(Balqaa) 



Budget 

.Department distributed a special 
booklet for various independent 
government institutions drawing 
independent financial positions 
for each. 

"We could nonce that these 
institutions were truly 


occupation and to supply them 
with essentia] services. 

“We appreciate the 
government’s allocation of JD 10 

mit&on to develop foe occupied 
territories and we hope that more 
foods would be allocated in the 
future to preserve tiie Arab 


independent and for away from; existence in the occupied 
legislators' control from - the' territories from cracking under 
mt of view, but the the oppression of the Israelis. 


that these institutions depend: “We also appreciate the 

mostly on government financial government’s support for various 
backing makes these institutions educational and health entities 
notas independent as it may seem. and hope that foe support would 


Therefore, these institutions 
should eitherbe truly independent 
and not dependent on treasury 
funds or be subject to the same 
budget criteria like other 


cover the workers in these sectors* 
beyond 1967. 

“We feel obliged to extend our 
thanks to foe prime minister for' 
his initiative at expediting the 


“Numerous are foe issues of 
concern which need clarifications, 
but I am confident that the 
majority of my colleagues will be 
addressing these issues and 
therefore. 1 wfli limit myself to 
dwell oo foe high costs that are 
imposed on foe average-income 
citizens. 

“The prime issue erf concern to 
people nowadays is the amount of 

revenues foe Kingdom’s treasury 
has been able to save due to foe 
international decline of oil prices. 
To qualify my statement, I win 
give the following example: In 
1985, a total of 2.6 million tonnes 
of crude oil were consumed at a 
total costof 5531 million. Ip 3 986. 
Jordan is expected to consume a 
total of 2.7 million tonnes of oil at 
a cost of S276 million (due to the 
drop in foe international market 
jjjrice per barrel of oil from $28 to 

“lin 1987, the Kmgdom is 
expected do consume a total of 2.8 
.million tonnes of crude oil at a 
total cost of S368 mfifion. The 
difference in the price of ofl paid 
during 1985 and 1986 has allowed 
the government to save. 

“Another issue of concern is the 
low wages paid to Tetired 
servicemen in general and mflh&ry 
ex-servicemen in particular. 
These former public enqriqyees 
are getting ‘disgusting and funny’ 
retirement wages, which X believe 
should be increased. Also, X do 



Abdul Baqqi Jammu (Zarqfl) 

“I thank foe government for its 

efforts in preparing foe dipft 
budget for 1987 and for the House 
financial committee for preparing 
its report on foe budget. 

“I thank all the Arab countries 
who are extending financial 
support to Jordan. 

The Iranian a gg ression on Iraq 
has been canted out in a way that 
4 contradicts with the basicpfllais of 
'Islam and foe Iranian regime has 
'abused Islam to cover for its 
aggressive plans. Therefore. all- 
Arab countries should stand in 
support of Iraq to allow it to 
continue defending foe Arab 
Worid. 

■ 

“I call for an immediate 
solution to foe issue of Jordanian 
truckowners as well as thatof land 
owners whose agricultural lands 
were affected by foe sewerage 
project located between Ruseifeh " 
and the Tawahia Al Edwan area 
next to Zaiqa." 
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returns strong for 


cricket test in Australia 


CANBERRA (R) — All-rounder Ian Botham, 
playing for the first .time for three weeks, was 
quickly back to his most robust form with two 
wickets and a quickfire 43 in England’s victory over 
the Prime Minister’s XI hare Tuesday. 


England won the one-day game 
at Manuka Oval by four wickets 
with 14 balls of its 50 overs to 
spare. It made 241 for six after 
restricting the Prime Minister’s XI 
to 240 for five. 

From an England point of view, 
the match's chief importance was 
as a Botham fitness workout after 
he tore a muscle in his side in the 
second test in Perth on Dec. 3. He 
missed the third test in Adelaide 
and his participation in the fourth 


test starting in Melbourne on 
Friday was iu some doubt. 

But his IG-over bowling stint, 
albeit off a shortened approach, 
and his hard-hit 43 in 52 minutes 
from 44 balls dispelled English 
fears that they would have to do 

without him again. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
won the toss using a coin 
delivered by a skydiver and his 

young Australian side batted 
attractively for its runs. Openers 


Glenn Bishop and Mike Veletta 
put on 109 from the first 23 overs. 
Veletta going on to make 75. 

For England, David Gower’s 68 
from 67 balls was the most 
impressive contribution while 
Botham’s was the most significant. 

Bo tham said: “It’s been Woody 
boring the last three weeks. But I 
feel very good. I’ve had no 
reaction to either bowling or 
batting, although I wasn't at more 
than 75 per cent pace.” 

He said he would not be fully fit 
to bowl in Melbourne but added 
he would be “a useful first 
change.” 

England captain Mike Gatting 
said: “Botham didn’t try to bowl 
fiat out, I hope he will be able to 
bowl and bat in Melbourne.” 


With a long tradition of discipline , 
Arsenal enjoys life as league leader 


By Timothy Golfings 

Reuters 

LONDON fR) — Arsenal, the 
London soccer club with the blue 
chip reputation of a dependable 
merchant bank, will celebrate its 
centenary on Christmas Day on 
top of the English First Division. 

With a five-point lead over its 
nearest rivals, an unbeaten run of 
12 league matches behind it and a 
proud record of never having been 
relegated in its long and illustrious 
history, the players might be 
pardoned a second helping of 
plum pudding and an extra swig of 
brandy to aid digestion. 

But forgiveness will not be 
needed. Complacency is the last 
human failing to be found amid 
the shining, evocative marble halls 
of the club's Highbury Stadium. 

Indeed, the notion of an 
Arsenal player even loosening his 
tie during the festive season would 
raise eyebrows among the dub’s 
ioyai. but long-suffering, 
followers and almost certainly 
incite a formal reminder of the 
club’s strict code of conduct. 

Brought up to admire the 
discipline, diligence and traditions 
created by Herbert Chapman, the 
manager who lifted the club to 


greatness after taking charge in 
1925, Arsenal's fans have 
.endured years of taunting of the 
gunners' starched and 
stiff-collared style on and off the 
field. 

Even in 1971, when it won the 
Fnglish League and Cup double, 
its triumph was so raewhat watered 
down in its workmanlike 
achievement by comparisons with 
the more expressive and skilful 
team of local rival Tottenham 
who had performed the same feat 
a decade earlier. 

This season, however, watching 
their team climb from mid -table to 
take a firm grip at the top with a 
steadily increasing flow of goals 
and convincing victories, the fans 
have enjoyed hearing the “lucky” 
and '‘boring” taunts, so frequently 
used in the past, stick in the critics’ 
throats. 

Last Saturday, Arsenal dug 
itself in at the summit with a 3-0 
victory over Luton Town, one of 
the cluster of clubs fighting to stay 
within touching distance of the 
leader. 

Though the performance was 
not one to move neutrals to 
ecstasy, it was sufficiently 
convincing to prove that the 
gunners’ title-challenging 
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Princess Saivath Community College is offering a 
| course in Arabic as a foreign language for beginners. 

i 

j For more information please contact tel: 644249 
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GET DOUBLE PRINT 

PRICE OF ONE..! ^ *KT 

AND RECEIVE FREE LOTTERY TICKET.... 
YOU MIGHT WIN ONE OF THESE PRIZES j 

1- Canon T 70 Value 200 J.D. / 
Z-Ctanon SNAPPYSOVahae 75 XD.r^ 
3-Caa©n SNAPPY 20 Value 55 J.D.\ i 
4 ■ Kodak K4 Value 33 J.D. V 

5-KodsJt DiSC 3500 Value 27J.D. 1! 









credentials are capable of standing 
up to most tests. 

Luton, a modest but 
well-organised team, defended 
stubbornly for 70 minutes before 
Arsenal's patience was rewarded 
with goals from Niall Quinn, Tony 
Adams and Martin Hayes, three 
relari-. *ly unknown youngsters 
who have established themselves 
in the team moulded this season 
by new manager George Graham. 

Graham, himself a member of 
the 1971 double-winning, team, 
was moved to remark afterwards: 
“I played in many games like that 
when we won the championship. 
You have to keep your patience 
and still believe in what you are 
trying to do.” 

Graham, a diy-witted Scot with 
no time for fools, and Arsenals, 
who has not won a major honour 
since winning the Football 
Association (FA.) Cup in 1979, 
dearly have abundant patience. 

Earlier in the season, some of 
Arsenal's more vociferous fans 
were caifing for Graham to use the 
club cheque-book to strengthen 
the team* s attack . He declined and 
instead persevered with a striking 
trio of Quinn, Hayes and Perry 
Groves. 

Charlie Nicholas, foe Scottish 
World Cup striker, lost his place 
trough injury and has been unable 
-to rec laim it since recovering as 
the tall, gangling Quinn, - 
intelligent and industrious Hawes 
and toiling provider Groves ^ege 
welded iqto-.qn effective limti -p 

In its last five league games, 
Arsenal has scored 14 goals, 
conceded two and collected 13 
points. Nicholas, his hair trimmed 
and shirt tucked into his shorts 
since Graham's arrival, still waits' 
on foe substitutes’ bench. 

Chapman created a 
world-famous club by sticking to a 
counter-attacking game which 
revolved around foe skills and 
tactical acumen of Charlie 
Buchan, David Jack and Alex 
James and which first spawned 
cries of “lucky Arsenal.” 
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Plan to allow tennis pros 

in Olympics gets boost 


LONDON (AP) — A plan to 
allow the world’s top professional 
tennis players to. compete in foe 
1988 Olympics received a major 
boost Tuesday from the 
International Tennis Federation 
and Soviet sports officials. 

The TTF said it would ask foe 
International Olympic Committee 
“ou an experimental basis” to 
open tennis in foe Seoul Games 
“to all players without 
discrimination.” 

The plan must be approved by 
the IOC before taking effect. 

“We hope that the participation 
of the best players in the world, 
both men and women, in foe 
bjggest festival of sport in the 
world will encourage mil S ons of 
new people to take up the game ” 
the ITF statement sail. 

After returning to the games as 
an exhibition sport in 1984, tennis 
will be a medal sport in ‘88. 

While professionals would be 
allowed to compete, the ITF said 
they would have to undergo drug 
tests, suspend endorsement 
contracts that require them to 
wear manufacturers’ logos on 
uniforms and rackets, and “not 
accept any form of financial 
reward whatsoever” for their 
participation in the Games. 

The men's Davis Cup and the 
women's Federation-. Cup, die 
main international team events in 
tennis, will be used as the basis of 
picking the Olympic field, with a 
worldwide qualifying programme 
to complete the draws, the 
federation said. 

Each men’s and women’s team 
would consist of no more than 
three singles players and one 
doubles team, foe ITF said. 

Such a proposal for tennis is 
very similar to one put on hold last 
October at the IOC s 91st session 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, where 
file committee agreed to allow 
virtually every other sports 
federation to determine eligibility 
for its Olympic athletes. 

But while the IOC plan was 
opposed by Moscow, the IFF 
proposal appeared to have gained 
Soviet approval. 

The ITF announcement 
mentioned that Federation 
President Philippe Chattier, a 
longtime advocate of .open 


Olympics, had met recently in 
Moscow with Marat Gramov, the 
Soviet sports minister and 
National Olympic Committee 


Asked if this meant that 
Gramov had raged no .major 
objections to the ITF plan when it 
was presented by Chattier. 'ITF 
General Secretary Shirley 
Woodhead replied: '‘Yes, that’s a 
good way to put it.” 

Moscow and its Eastern Bloc 
allies have been at the centre of 
opposition to opening the games 
to professionals. Their stance 
weakened in October, 'jut tennis 
— where all of the top Western 
players are pros and the 
technically amateur Soviets are 
beginning to.make inroads — was 
one sport on which they stood 
firm. 

The proposal wfli be submitted 
to the IOC's eligibility 
commission in February and — if 
■foe commission approves — to foe 
full IOC at its 92nd session in 
Istanbul, Ttaxkey, next May, the 
ITF said. 

Phone calk to WflK Dannie, an 
IOC memberfrom West Germany 
and chairman of the eligibility 
commission, were not answered. 
Michele Verdier, the IOC 
spokesman in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, was on vacation and 
an operator at foe committee’s 
headquarters said no one else was 
available to answer questions. 

The ITF said that, if its dan is 
adopted by foe IOC, qualifying 
tournaments would be held in 
Europe, foe Americas, Africa, 
Asia and Oceania to pick half of 
the men’s and women’s fields. The 
other half would automatically be 
eligible for Seoul based on their 
performance in Davis and 
Federation Cup events, 
Woodhead said. 

If a player chooses not to play 
on his or her nation's cup teams, as 
Lendl has done this year Tor 
Czechoslovakia, that would not 
bar that athletes player from foe 
Olympics, Woodhead said. 

“Anyone could go through a 
qualifying tournament, provided 
they are nominated by foeir NOC 
(National Olympic Committee) ” 
she said. “If s foe NOCs who will 
nominate foe players.” 


Belgian squash tourney refuses 
appearance fee for Jahangir 


Top seed wins 
in Orange 
Bowl tennis 

MIAMI BEACH, Florida (AP) — 
Top-seeded Javier Sanchez of 
.^ pain l the number one junior 
play er in foe world, defeated 
Hany Anderson of South Africa, 
6-0, 6-3, Monday in first round 
fletinn of the boys 18 division at 
foe 40th annual Orange Bowl 
Tennis Championships. 

Second -seeded Tomas 
Carbooell of Spain defeated 
unseeded Salvador Bolaoos of El 
Salvador, 6-0, 6-1, while, 
third-seeded Omar Camporese of 
Italy defeated unseeded Tanceido 
Castellanos of foe Dommcan 

Republic, 6-0.6-0. 

In another match, 
fourth-seeded A1 Parker of foe 
United States beat unseeded 
Wendell McOonnie of Trinidad, 
•6-0, 6-0. 

'The girls 18 division play starts 
Tuesday. 

In second round play of the boys 
16 division, top-reeded Audrey 
Cherkasov of the Soviet Union 
defeated Tamer Hegari of Egypt 
6 - 0 , 6 - 1 . 

In the girls 16 division, 
top-seeded Alexia Decfaamne of 
France defeated unseeded 
Deborah Edehnan of the United 
States 6-1, 6-1. 

New England 
clinches berth 

MIAMI (AP) — Steve Grogan, 
who replaced foe injured Tony 
Eason, threw a 31 -yard 
touchdown pass to Stanley 
Morgan with 44 seconds 
remaining Monday night to give 
New England a 34-27 National 
Football League victory over 
Miami 

The win put foe Patriots into the 
NFL playoffs and knocked 
Cincinnati out. 

It was foe second touchdown 
pass of the game for Grogan, who 
also ran for a touchdown in what 
developed into a shootout with 
Miami's Dan Marino. Marino had 
three touchdown passes and set 
NFL records for pass co Deletions 
and attempts in a season. 

The victory by foe Patriots, 
11-5, gives them the AFC East 
title and means the Kansas City 
Chiefs will play foe New York Jets 
at Giants Stadium in foe AFC 
wildcard game next Suaday. 

Sydney yacht 


BRUSSELS (R) — Jahangir Players Association (ISP A). a. n _i, 

Khan of Pakistan, five tunes world;--; “We-aupport Hagedorerrm hi&j ^Uvo 40; CQUii 


prqpose a’ rule .$> j 


Khan of Pakistan , fivetimes world ;■ - “We-support Hagetiorerrin hi& 

hag- and 

frojMftext month’s Belgian Gr^nrft ' , wilf propose a’ rule p jba% 

PrixTo imminent in Antwerp after paying appearance money,” 1 ISP A 
organisers refused to pay an Executive Director Roger Eady 
appearance fee of S15,000. said. 

Tournament organiser Jef “We know these practices have 
Hacedoren raid Tuesday that been goingvpn for some time, but 
following the refusal Ron Morton, this is the first time an organiser 


Jahangir’s manager, had reduced 
foe demand to $5,000. but this 
was also rejected out of hand: 
The incident has brought into 
foe open the shadowy practice erf 
appearance handouts to star 


gives us bard proof and even 
makes it available to the press.” 
He added that Jahangir was the 
Only player who had asked for 
appearance money. 

“This is agamst the interest of 


LACOSTE 

for Christmas and 
the New Year 

We have just received new selections of 
pullovers (cut and long sleeves), training suits 
and socks in addition to a selection of T-shirts 
(short andjjong sleeves), belts, jackets, Sweat- 

NOTE: The low prices until the end of this 
year. 


players and led to a declaration of the other players. It has done a lot 
support for foe Belgian organisers of damage to other sports, and 
from foe International Squash ' particularly to tennis "Eadysaid. 

Although Jahangir will be 
absent tire organisers still boast 

the participation of world 

F Xfck jn champion Ross Norman of New 
I E* Zealand, who beat the Pakistani in 

, » last month’s World Open 

HuaS ana Championship final in Toulouse, 

or Year Fiance, and is currently top of the 

* | computer rankings. 


. FREMANTLE? Xt^tra^ (R) - 
Backexi'of thfe Sydney boat Steak' 
□’Kidney, unhappy about foe 
scoring system for the America’s 
Cup semifinals, took their 
complaint to the Western 
Australia supreme court Tuesday. 

The Steak n’Kidney Syndicate 
filed a suit against the organising 
Royal Perth Yacht Club seeking 
an interpretation erf foe format to 
be used for the defender 
semifinals starting on Dec. 27. 

After a short hearing the case 
was adjourned until Jan. 6, a delay 
which means Steak n’ Kidney will 
race right through the semifinals 
in the hope of securing a 
favourable ruling. 

. Under foe present format. 
Steak n' Kidney faces little 
prospect of surviving the 
semifinals because points 
acquired in earlier racing will be 
carried forward. 
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UNFURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

A deluxe roof consisting of one large bedroom, sitting 
room, large kitchen, bathroom and central heating. 
Location: 7th Circle area. 

Please call tel: €61 201 from 9 a jn. to 1 :30 p.m. and 3 to 
5 p.m., Wednesday and Thursday. 


Cash punches cameraman 
after Davis Cup practice 


MELBOURNE, Australia (R) r 
A television cameraman raid 
Tuesday Australia’s top tennis 
player Kit Cash assaulted him at 
foe end of a stormy practice 
session for foe Davis Cup final 
agamst Sweden. 

Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC) cameraman 
Mike Patterson, 42, said Cash 
punched him in the rifeht eye while 
he was filming him near foe 
dressing rooms. 

A second ca merman, from 
Chann el 10, said Cash, who had 
earlier stormed off court during a 
match with teammate John 
Fitzgerald, walked up to him and 
tried to poll his camera out of his 

hand. 

There was no immediate 

comment from Cash, but 
Australia’s Davis Cup captain 
Neale Fraser said he was not 
surprised foe reported incident 
had taken place. 

Fraser sari, he would be talking 
to Gash about it Tuesday night. 

“It's typical of a highly strung 
athlete preparing for one of the 
biggest matches m his life,” Fraser 


“Cash is a perfectionist and he 
wasn’t teppy with the way he was 
playing^” Fraser said, referring to 
his walk off, 

“I was expecting something 
similar to this to happen. It has 
happened before and it will 
happen again.” 

Patterson said that he was about 

10 metres from Cash and badred 
away after the player swore at 
him. He said Cash followed and 
threw a punch which hit him in the 
right eye. 

During practice, Fitzgerald I 
took the first set against Cadi then 
produced a string of winners 
agams t foe young Victorian, who 
promptly packed up his bag and 
stalked off 

(~>d i had broken two racquets J 
during his m a feh with Fitzgerald, i 
part of practice for. foe final : 
agamst Sweden that starts Dec. : 
26. 

Fraser said FitzgeraklV form 
HaH improved his chances of a 
singles berth. 

“But there is stOl tomorrow to 
go and we'll see what happens 
then ” he said. 


Knicks end Iosmg streak 


NEW YORK (AP) — Patrick 
Ewing was playing well while the 
New York Knicks were losing 
eight consecutive games in foe 
National Basketball Association, 
so it was no surprise that he played 
well when the losing streak came 
to an end. 

Ewing, averaging 223 points 
during foe Knicks' tailspm, scored 
29 Monday night and equalled his 
season high with 15 rebounds in a. 


103-99 victory over foe San 
Antonio Spurs. 

‘Tm happy to be playing better, 
but if sstiu no fun unless you win,” 
sail Ewing, whose scoring average 
after his fast 12 games this season 
was 11.0. “I sot tired, but When 
if s dose you have to suck it in.” 

Ewing played 45 minutes for 
the Knacks, who also broke a 
six-game home losing streak. 
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AMAN1 TOURS 
Have Moved Their Offices 


Amani Tours announce the transfer of their offices from the ! 
previous site at Prince Mohammad Street to a new location at 
the Sports City's junction, next to the Military Mobilisation 
Office as of Jan. 1, 1987. 

New Tel: 66 0980 - 660981 Amman 
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| jf Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420'! fCinema 


Tel: 625155 


Cinema 


HOWARD 

AdditicnaE Party 10:30 am. 

k P ta fpff t Lnice63.5tf.fi 00. 8 -30. 1030 



Tel: 675573 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


RAWDEAL 


THE HITCHER 


3:15.6(30.8:30. 10:30 


3J0.fcl5.SJ0. HJJ0 



'Cinema Tel: 622198" 
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CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

NEXT TO GRINDLAYS 
BANK 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 1 1:00 

AQABA 
.Tel: 03-314415 

• a 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agcnfr *0 o*v ttw world 
Tel: 664090-600852 

Tfc 22205 BESMCO JO 
Gable; NoMlbefeco. 
PjO. Box 826457 
AMMAN JORDAN 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
t in Jordan 

1st Circle, • Jabal Amman, 
near Ahllyyah Girls School 


COftlU 1 

CORFU GREEK TAVERMA 
Tne First and Only GrMK 
Restaurant In Jordan 


jr 


jji 


Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

3*1 63996$ 


J \ TOniGHT 7X4 ’ 
Ann EVERY niGHT 

live Music 

JtOKtM THE GREEK. 
LOCATED; 

JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP. FRENCH LOAF 
TEL: 641 S8 5 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

We wish you a happy 

holiday season 

Open daily Noon - 330 pjn. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Please call to reserve for 
our NEW 
Korean Bar-B-Q 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akllah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


It 

MANDARIN^* 

Chinese Restaurant 

A XMAS DINNER PARTY 
A merry Xmas dinner party 
will be held on Dec. 25/1 986 
(Thursday evening). 

For just JD 6.000 per person 
you can enjoy favourite and 
delicious Chinese buffet, live 
music and dancing. 

Wadi Saqra Road r near Traffic 
Brid ge 

Annum, jonun 

l Tel: 661922 J 


r CHEN’S : 
CHINESE | 

RESTAURANT f 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk \ 
Engineers' Housing 1 
fisfafe, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque fc- 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY, 

J 

Tel: 818214 ^ 

Come and taste our j 
specialities 

Open daily 1240-3:30 p. m - \ 
- 6:30 - Midnight I 
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One ounce of gold 


" L4415/25 
.i375I/66 
1.9630/9700 
2.2240/60 . 

L 6440/SO 
'40.93/98 
6.4650/4750 
' 1365/1367 
162. 45^5 
-6.8750/3300 
7.5000/50 
7.4550,4600 
392.70/393.20 


markets Tuesday. 

U.S.' dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S dollars 


. ^ T LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LON DON (A) — Equities showed a firmer bias in late trading 
after a mixed Session. but business was light due to seasonal 
oposideratioas and was mainly confined to pre-holiday 
book -squaring, dealers said. 

: ; At 1530 GMT the FTSE 1 00 share index was up 6.4 at 1.658.6 
after .opening one point lower at 1,651.2. Equities showed uo 
reaction to news of a £1.03 biilioo visible U.K. trade deficit in 
November bat dealers noted that market forecasts had called for a 
deficit of around £900 million. 

'Y 1 Among leaders, I Cl gained 8p to 1,085 while Trafalgar House 
.nose lOp xo 269 on investment support. 

Ekewherc among leaders, GEC gained ?p to 185 on press 
comment, Lucas gained 6p to 462 on speculative demand while 
Pearson added 14p to 589. 

Cons Gold lost lOp to 662 as bid hopes faded, RTZ fell 4p to 
675 on profit-taking while Bet shed 4p to 467 after news that U.S. 
cigarette manufacturer Philip Morris is to cu! its prices in the U.K. 

- ■ ' Oils were dull on profit- taking after Monday's gains with B P 6p 
dqwn at 714 and Shell 5p softer at 97S. Brent crude was also 
.easier a l$16. 60/95 a barrel after firmness in the. wake of OPEC s 
agreement to reduce production and lift prices. 


YOUR DAILY 

from the Carroll Rightar institute 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24, 198G 

. ’ , ' GENERAL. TENDENCIES: A very good Christmas 
/ " Eve to consatier other persons and their needs. Do those 
things that wiU make them realize yon care for them. 

: ' r Put yourself in the holiday mood. 

” _ J AJRIES .(Mfu-. 21 to Apr. 19) Have more concern for 
' those who are discouraged and do whatever will best 
.' cheer them up. 

• . Y TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Think of those who are 
having a hard time end plan bow to make their lives 

'• -^easier. Be a true humanitarian. 

^GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Make a list of the in- 

- - Y'dhdcteais you want to see during the holidays so that 
. > : you won't forget anyone. 

; r;; MGONCHILDREN {June 22 to Jui. 21) Make sure 
/ - That ^everything is iz^tip-tc^p condition for the holidays. 

- - Get yourgifts wrHggg^siceiy. 

. / , LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Run out for last-minute shop* 

• ’ jting. and then get your home sparkling. Make telephone 
- , calls" you Had forgotten. 

:: VIRGO. (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Study your assets and 
. liabilities and know how much you can spend without 

- going under. Be practical 

LIB_RA (Sep_t. 23 to Oct 22) Take your rightful place 
in the scheme of the holiday season. See only those per- 
sons who can help you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get right to the tasks 
; you have neglected lately and they are soon behind you. 
Help your' mate when necessary. 

- SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you have a 
friend who is in need of money, give cash as a present 
instead of being frivolous. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) If you have holi- 
r - .day problems, handle them efficiently. Don't forget a 
gift tor your boas. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have new ac- 

- quaintancee that you need to impress. This would be a 

- ' good day for such. 

... PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Decide about holiday 
... celebration. Don’t rely on hunches, but use fine 
judgment 

■ IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ...he or ahe will 

;» be one of those delightful young persons who will have 
much consideration for others and should have the 
education slanted along humanitarian lines. Tea c h, 

* however, not to be so selfless that others will take ad- 
• : vantage of your noble progeny. 
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of worsening unemployment 


recede after OPEC accord 


TOKYO (R) - A senior 
Japanese government official 
warned Tuesday or mounting 
unemployment, saying it would 
exacerbate regional differences 
and might spell the end of the 
country's much-admixed system 
of lifetime employment. 

“The unemployment situation 
will unfortunately become worse 
and worse," Mr. Tadashi 
Nakamura, assistant minister for 
international labour affairs, 1 told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The unemployment rate in 
October stood at 2.8 per cent, or 
some 1 .61 million people, up from 
2.6 per cent a year earlier. 

Some economists and 
businessmen have forecast it could 
rise to six per aent as the strong 
yen takes its toll on Japanese 
exporters. 

Although Mr. Nakamura 
declined to say how high 
he thought the jobless total would 
go, he said it was hard to imagine 
what Japan would be like if the 
rate doubled. Unemployment was 
only that high once, just after the 
ravages of World War II, he said. 

According to the ministry of 
international trade and industry 
(MTH), Japan's unemployment 
would actually stand at over five 
per cent now if the government 
used the same method of 
calculating the figures as does 
Washington. 

Mr . Nakamura disputed the 
MTTI calculations, saying the U.S. 
and Japanese method was similar. 
But he admitted that Japan has 
“hidden unemployment" — 
excess labour carried on the books 
of firms practising lifetime 


etcploymenL 

Major Japanese firms want to 
keep that system — which 
guarantees jobs for life — as long 
as possible. But the recent 
economic downturn is causing 
problems. “If they are pushed to 
the comer... then they have to 
jump off," Mr. Nakamura said. 

That has not happened yet. 
"But they are coming closer to the 
edge," he said. 

Much wfll depend on the 
attitude adopted by employees in 
such depressed industries as steel 
and shipbuilding during next 
spring’s wage round. 

“Their choice might be 
employment rather than a wage 
increase in order to keep the 
so-called lifetime employment 
system as long as possible," Mr. 
Nakamura said. 

Mounting unemployment has 
also exacerbated regional 
differences in this supposedly 
homogeneous country, with cities 
like Tokyo prospering while 
regions like Hokkaido to the far 
north suffer. 

Unemployment in Hokkaido 
stands at nearly four per cent. Mr. 
Nakamura held out scant hope the 
geographically isolated area could 


Central govern meat budget 
may be tight next year 


Meanwhile, Japan looks set to 
adopt a tight central government 
budget next year, throwing the 
onus for boosting the nation's 
flagging economy onto local cities 
and towns. 

Finance enmistry officials told 
Reuters Monday that the central 
government’s overall budget in 
1987-88 was likely to be around 
54,000 billion yen (S330 billion), 
little changed from the current 
fiscal year ending next March. 

Taken by itself, the central 
government budget continues the 
restrictive stance adopted in 
recent years, despite pressure 
from abroad for action to 
stimulate the economy, officials 
said. 

"Foreigners probably won't be 
very happy with it," said one 
official, who declined to be 
identified. 

Bur officials said the finance 
ministry is pinning its hopes on 
local governments to step up 
spending on roads, bridges and 
other capital projects. 

The ministry argues that the 


BAHRAIN ( R) — A new OPEC price accord could 
allow the world's biggest oil exporter. Saudi Arabia, 
to balance its delayed 1987 budget without devaluing 
its currency, economists said Tuesday. 


recover bora the shutdown of central government is scrapped for 


uneconomic coal mines and 
layoffs by the 
sooq- to-be -privatised national 
railways. 

* - Is it possible to create new jobs 
there?" he asked. "The answer is 
negative.” 

Laid-off workers from 
Hokkaido will have to be 


c a 5 h because 
slower- than -expected economic 
growth will cut its tax revenues. 
Towns and cities are better off. as 
they are not saddled with the 
heavy debts of central 
government. 

But local authorities arc 
resisting any cut in the subsidy 


transferred to other areas. "But they receive from the centra! 
that's an enormous task” he said, government* 


Israelis remain divided over plan 
to end deep economic stagnation 


TEL A\TV (R) — terser s cabinet 
decided in a marathon session to 
form two ministerial committees 
to se title differences over a 
controversial plan aimed to end a 
.decade of economic stagnation, 
mmi&ters said Tuesday, 

The U.S.-inspired plan is to 
bring lsraers socialist-oriented 
economy more into line with its 
mam capitalist trading partners. It 
has been the first major test of 
Yitzhak Sh amir 's leadership since 
he became prime minis ter in 
October under a coalition 
power-sharing pact. 

Ministers have met for more 1 
than 18 hours over the past two 
days to discuss reforms to slash 
government spending by S330 
million, reduce taxes for the rich 
and encourage private 
investment. 

Members of Shamir’s Likud 
bloc and the coalition Labour 
Party objected to proposed cuts in 
education and health services and 
a reduction in defence spending 
some fear may endanger national 
security. 

They proposed instead to set up 
a budget committee and a tax 
reform and capita! market 
committee to negotiate with 
industrialists and labour union 
leaders, ministers said after an 
eight-hour late nkfit session. 

The powerful Histadrut labour 
federation which represents 80 
per cent of Israel's salaried 


workers has threatened 
widespread strikes unless the plan, 
which its says will hurt the poor, is 
changed. 

Industrialists have also objected 
to the plan because theysayitdoes 
not do enough to stimulate 
exports. 

Finance Minister Moshe Nissan 
said he was pleased at the outcome 
.of the cabinet session because the 
plan drafted by his ministry had 


been accepted in principle. 

Nissim and Shamir have 
stressed that the plan is a 
necessary continuation of 
17-month -old wage and price 
controls which have slashed 
inflation from over 400 to 20 per 
cent a year. 

Shamir has said the plan wQ] 
make the rich tidier, but assured 
Israelis that the poor will not be 
harmed. 



Intermarkets begins new training scheme 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Intermarkets, the Middle East l eading advertising 
agency network, held an advanced workshop for some of its c li e n t 
servicing executives at the Dubai Ramada Hotel last week. 

Delegates from Intermarkets* offices hi Jordan — Mr.' Fouad 
Abdul Latff, Saudi Arabia — Mr. William Maltha, SAL — Mr. 
RaauiRaal, Lebanon — Mr. Jack Macfcolian, Kuwait — Mr.Nayef 
Jaijoura, LAE — Mr. Joseph Ghossonb, Alice Wood Ford, Bahrain 
— Mr. Trevor Fernandes and London — Mr. Tmari Kobiawi 
participated in this workshop which is the beginning of the new 
trakuog programme of Intermarkets. 


They said the OPEC pact to 
curb output and push prices to 518 
a barrel would boost the 
kingdom's revenue from oil 
exports to between 520 and $22 
billion next year. 

Saudi Arabia, architect of the 
latest OPEC agreement, is now 
due to unveil the twice -postponed 
budget on Dec. 29. 

Economists said that while the 
emphasis would still be on 
austerity, spending plans could 
breathe new life into the 
kmgdom's recession-hit industry. 

"A realistic budget will put 
confidence back in industry’... the 
lack of plans disrupted business 
life." one said. 

Saudi Arabia's 19S5/86 fiscal 
year ended on March 10. but the 
new budget was postponed then 
and again in August as turmoil on 
o3 markets made it impossible to 
forecast revenue. 

Economists said OPEC's 
accord reached in Geneva at the 
weekend went a long way to 
removing that uncertainty'. Saudi 
government departments sinoe 
March have budgeted month by 
month. 

Now, the Saudi cabinet has 

Report predicts 
slow growth, 
lower dollar 
next year. 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Slow 
growth and a declining dollar are 
predicted in 1987 for the United 
States and other non-Communist 
industrial countries in a report to 
the Institute of International 
Finance, which groups major 
banks throughout the world. 

The report estimates that the 
economies, taken together, will 
grow by only 2.6 per cent this year 
and 2 o per cent m 1987. 

"The sharp fall in oil prices 
since the end of the 1985 has not 
produced the acceleration in 
industrial countries' output which 
had been widely expected,' ’ said a 
summary of the report. 

"Instead, demand has 
weakened, as consumers have 
saved more and producers have 
invested less." 

The forecast was prepared for a 
meeting of the bankers' economic 
advisory committee Oct. 27 and 
the summary was made available 
to reporters this week. 

It says the dollar may decline by 
1 6 percent tb is year and seven per 
cent in 1987, with the drop 
continuing through the first half of 
1988. 

The report predicts some 
increased demand for imports in 
the United States and Japan , but a 
slowdown in Europe. 

Overall the growth of imports is 
set at two per cent this year , down 
from three per cent in 1985. As a 
result, sales by developing 
countries may grow by only two 
per cent, with exporters to 
oil-producing areas the hardest 
hit. 
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decided to start afresh and has 
redefined its fiscal year to start on 
Dec. 31. 

Economists expect it to seek a 
balanced budget ro conserve 
reserves and imprees the need for 
austerity. One cautioned: "Any 
spending of more than 120 billion 
riyals (S32 billion! has to be 
treated with scepticism... i: wiU 
not balance." 

For 1985/86. the kingdom 
launched an ambitious balanced 
budget of 200 billion riyals ( 553.3 
billion). 

But falling oil prices reduced 
revenue to 130 billion (834.7 
bflfion). economists said. As a 
result. Saudi Arabia had to trim 
spending and draw on its 
estimated S80 to $90 billion of 
reserves to help bridge the gap. 

Economists said the pact by 12 
of die 13 OPEC members — Iraq 
refused to go along w ith it — gave 
Saudi Arabia a realistic chance to 
formulate a balance budget at a 
maximum 120 billion riyals ($32 
bflfion. 

But they added that the 
mathematics would only stand up 

if the OPEC pact held and would 
also require more spending cuts 


and steps to boost non-oil 
revenue. 

OPEC's ccconJ allows average 
Saudi oil production during 1937 
of million barrels per day 

(b/d). roughly its o*.»otc !o'H since 
Sept. 1 this year. 

Before me agreement it was 
bringing between $12.50 and 515 
per barrel. The new fixed price 
system envisages its four grades of 
crude being sold between 516.27 
and 51 7.8?. 

economists s^id the higher 
export income would still be way 
below earnings of > i 0 1 .$ billion in 
jybl . when S.iuci production 
averaged 4 .Si million b’d. 

E.vpons at the current exchange 
rate would bring in 75 to 82.5 
billion riyals (520 to 522 billion! 
next year and put the kingdom 
within sight of balancing a budget 
of 120 billion rivals { 532 billion). 

Economists snid options for 
raising revenue included 
devaluing the riyal to increasing 
the value of collar-denominated 
oii exports, chaining for social 
services ana raising import dub'. 

Saudi Arabia has apparently 
ruled out a devaluation — for the 
time being at least. The central 
bank on Sunday tolu the 
kingdom's 1 ! commercial banks 
no devaluation was planned. 

In 19^4. it taught banks and 
speculators an expensive lesson 
when i: revalued the riyal. only to 
devalue a few weeks later. 

$20tei aid 


France signs $ 20 $m aid 

agreement with Morocco 


RABAT (R) - The French 
minister of economy, finance and 
privatisation. Mr. Edouard 
Balladur signed a financial accord 
with Morocco worth $200 million 
(13 bflfion French francs) for this 
year. 

The financial aid package 
accord signed with Moroccan 
Finance Minister Mohammad 
Be trad a is for about the same 
amount as last year. 

In addition a separate accord 
was signed for the transfer to 
France of funds belonging to 
French nationals which had been 
frozen for a number of years. 

Mr. Bahadur signed the accords 
shortly after arriving in Marrakesh 
Monday night for a 48-hour 
official visit. 

Moroccan officials said the 


French uU was an important 
token of support for Morocco 
which is plagued by financial 
problems. Its foreign debt has 
soared above annua! gross 
domestic product to $14 billion 
nfr icr. is being rescheduled with 
backing from French banks. 

French sources said the 
financial aid package would 
include 55C million French francs 
for the balance of payments and 
750 mil lien to finance capital 
equipment projects. 

Among the projects are electric 
equipment for three dams, 
machinery for phosphate mines 
and Casablanca harbour, drinking 
water and electricity distribution 
networks to be supplied by French 
companies or their Moroccan 
subsidiaries. 


Iraqis plan to visit: U.S. 

WASHINGTON (R) — A team interest in Washington's role in 
of Iraqi government officials the Iran-Iraq military conflict, 
tentatively plans to meet with Baghdad currently benefits 
their U.5 .counterparts here next from a number of U.S. agriculture 
month to discuss agricultural trade department credit and export 
ties between the two countries, subsidy programmes and is 
an Iraqi embassy spokesman considered an important market 
said. for U3. agricultural exports. 

The embassy expects a department analyst. Mr. Dave 
delegation to be in Washington on Kunkel. sa id. 
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January 3-4, 1987. although the 
dates are not yet turn, spokesman 
Ms. Nisreen Baker said. 


During the year ended Nov. 
28. the United States subsidised 
exports of 100.000 tonnes of 


Ms. Baker could not say which wheat flour and 200 bead of dairy 
officials from the Iraqi and U.S. cattle to Iraq, 
governments were expected to The U.S. agriculture 
participate in the annual bilateral department has offered Baghdad 
discussions on farm trade. a total of 5208 million in 

News of the Iraq is' plans to visit short-term and intermediate 
came as continuing revelations export credit guarantees since 
concerning secret White House Oct. 1. according to department 
arms sales to Tehran heightened figures. 
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If 1 can be Mrs. Stanley Parker, why 
can’t you be Mr. Harriet Parker?" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and 8cb Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



New arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 



Yesterday's 


Jumbles ANISE SCARF 


(Answers tomorrow) 
GOITER POISON 


Answer Whal she said when me chimney sweep pro- 
posed marriage— rod "SOOT' ME FINE 
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DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE 

Pick your ticket now 

The lottery’s revenue is allocated to charitable voluntary 
activities in the country. 

Jordan Welfare Lottery . y 


He said he had “feeling? of joy. 
feeiings of excitement" at his 
liberation, announced to him by 
die Soviet leader in person when 
he called him in Gorky at 3 p.m. 
last Tuesday. 

But these feelings were 
combined “with feelings that 
everything in the world isstxil very 
tragsc” said Dr. Sakharov. 

1 “The fate of my friends is very 


1 m not used to crowds like this 
and noise.” 

Dozens of curious Russians 
including Soviet army soldiers in 
uniform were attracted by the 
lights of the foreign television 
crews, joined in the crowd, asking 
who was arriving. 

Some said they bad not heard of 
Dr. Sakharov, but many others 
pushed deeper into the throng 
around him. “Sakharov, back 


“My children have defended 
me. And finally my wife has 
defended me,*' said the 
65 -year-old 1975 Nobel Peace 
laureate. 

Dr. Sakharov spent some 40 

m mutes with reporters in the early 
morning winter cold, while 
Bonner, who has a heart 
condition, went ahead to- rest in a 
car in which two friends later' 


the Soviet Union because -his 
scientific work made him privy. to 

state secrets. , • 


Dr. Sakharov, qnestk>nedvimn 
the Soviet role in AfAanistah,- 
said: “I consider this' to be- fee- 
most painful point. of our 
(policy and I hope that- stored 
decisive measures wifi be. takers oi‘ 
this area than -ace: helna 
present.”' " " 
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